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By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — _ Understanding 
the depth of opportunities and 
events students have lost due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, parents 
of Palmer High School seniors are 
planning a surprise. 

Adelei Bernard, mother of 
PHS senior Sasha Bernard, said 
because it appears likely the Class 
of 2021 — like the Class of 2020 
before them — will not have the op- 
portunity to celebrate graduation 
traditionally, she and other parents 
came together to plan a wonderful 
surprise to help make reaching this 
milestone memorable. 


“Obviously this has been a 
rough time for our seniors, so 
we re just trying to do something 
extra for them,” Bernard said. 

“Right now, there’s around ten 
of us that meet every other week 
and we talk about what we’re go- 
ing to be doing. We already talked 
to the town and they’re involved. 
We’re trying to get as much com- 
munity involvement as possible.” 

What Bernard said she’s look- 
ing forward to most when the sur- 
prise in unveiled — no spoilers here 
— is seeing the faces of the students 
when they realize how much their 
parents and town care about them. 

“It’s been such an awkward 
and horrible time,’ Bernard said. 


“We’re excited to do some- 
thing a little bit different, but still 
recognize them graduating and 
how proud we are of them.” 

Fellow parent Deanna Sloat 
shared similar sentiments as to why 
it’s important to honor the class of 
2021, including her daughter Ol- 
ivia Sloat, which has a lot on their 
plate. Between enjoying their final 
year as a high schooler and figuring 
out the next chapter of their lives 
all under the cloud and restrictions 
of a pandemic, tested the mettle of 
the students like none before them 
have been tested in more than a 
century. 

“It’s tough because right now, 
we're dealing with trying to find 


I Vol. CLXX, No.5 I $1.00 


~= 


A group of 
Palmer High 
parents are 
accepting 
donations to 
help them 
finance a 
surprise for the 
Class of 2021. 





colleges and figure out where she’s 
moving on to,” Deanna Sloat said. 

“T think just letting them enjoy 
the end of the school year and get- 
ting something out of itis what ’'m 
looking forward to.” 

Pulling off this surprise re- 
quires money and other resourc- 
es and the parents organizing it 
are accepting donations from the 
greater community. For more in- 
formation on the surprise the par- 
ents are planning, how to donate 
and more, send an email to phsc- 
lassof2021@ gmail.com. You can 
also join the Palmer Parents and 
Guardians-Class of 2021 private 
Facebook group. 


www.journalregister.turley.com 








EDUCATION 


Smiles for miles 





By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


MONSON — About a month 
after a new policy to guide a return 
to school went into effect, the doors 
at Granite Valley Middle and Mon- 
son High schools opened this week. 

Middle schoolers were first in 
the classroom on Monday and the 
high school students followed a day 
later. Under the new policy, two 
consecutive weeks of 43 or fewer 
cases — about .05% of the town’s 


Monson kids go back to 


school 
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Courtesy photos 
Sixth-grader Daniel Alicea is all smiles as he gets ready tor his return to 
Granite Valley Middle School. 


population — of COVID-19 allows 
Monson schools to reopen four 
out of five days. Three consecutive 
weeks of 44 or more cases sends 
students back to remote learning. 

For parents and students weary 
of the remote model, the downward 
trend of cases in recent weeks made 
many giddy to return. 

“They are super excited to be 
back in school,’ Clarissa Shealy 
said about her granddaughters. 
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TOWN HALL 


Monson 
election 
filing begins 
March 1 


The annual Monson town 
election will be held 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, June 8, at Memo- 
rial Hall. 

Nomination papers for any- 
one interested in running for 
public office will be available 
beginning March 1. Candidates 
can run for the following offices: 


Board of Selectmen, one 
seat, three-year term 

School Committee, 
seats, three-year term 

School Committee, one seat 
(to fill the year remaining of a 
vacated term) 


two 


Highway Surveyor, one 
seat, three-year term 
Board of Assessors, one 


seat, three-year term 

Water and Sewer Commis- 
sioner, three-year term 

Cemetery Commissioner, 
three-year term 

Parks and Recreation Com- 
missioner, three-year term 

To obtain nomination pa- 
pers, call 413-267-4115 or email 
townclerk @ monson-ma. gov. 

The deadline to file papers 
is Thursday, April 15. 
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Candidate announces run for Monson Select Board seat 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — After being in- 
volved in local government and pol- 
itics for several years, Monson resi- 
dent Karen Nothe- Valley has decided 
to run for an open position on the 
town’s Board of Selectmen, officially 
announcing her candidacy this week. 

Nothe-Valley said she’s been 
participating in town politics and 
considers herself a concerned res- 
ident who became more interested 
and inspired to pursue elected office. 

Northe-Valley and her husband, 
Keith Valley, live in a part of town 
known as “Notheville,” where they 
live close to her grandparents Gilbert 
and Alice and Nothe and parents Jim 
and Cindy Nothe. 

The couple, who will celebrate 
their 20-year wedding anniversary 
later this year, had a stroke of luck 
while shopping for a new home. 

“In 2001, we married and chose 
to purchase our home in the section 
of town affectionately and historical- 


ly known as Notheville,” 
Northe-Valley said. 

“Conveniently, as we 
Started to look, a house 
was put on the market ad- 
jacent to my grandparents’ 
(Gilbert and Alice Nothe) 
land, and around the cor- 
ner from my parents, Jim 
and Cindy Nothe. I’m 
happy to report we made it 
our home and my 94-year 
old Gram is still my neighbor! Also, 
we have a wonderful, blended family 
with two adult sons, a daughter-in- 
law, three grandchildren and a third 
son, our youngest, who attends Mon- 
son High School.” 

Nothe-Valley said she would 
like to play a part in the town’s 
progress and expansion through the 
school system, businesses develop- 
ment and more. 

“T’m committed to serving all of 
the residents, families and business- 
es in Monson and to give back to the 
community I love,’ she said. 

“Tm a thoughtful listener and 





Northe-Valley 


problem solving leader and 
I’m ready to step up.” 

Among other ___re- 
sponsibilities, select 
board members make ap- 
pointments to other town 
boards, such as the Board 
of Health, have a say in 
the hiring of administrative 
staff, set policy, and more. 

Qualities Nothe-Val- 
ley said she has that would 
make her a good elected official in- 
clude delving into issues other res- 
idents are concerned about, and the 
ability to analyze and process infor- 
mation. 

“T’m also very decisive, so I can 
ultimately come to an appropriate 
decision to move forward in a meet- 
ing,’ Nothe- Valley said. 

Through her campaign, Valley 
said she wants to convey helpfulness 
and the chance for positive change. 

“If that message resonates and 
I think it will, I ask for everyone in 
town to vote for me,” Nothe-Valley 
said. 


“T think they should vote for 
someone who understands their point 
of view and have the interpersonal 
community at heart, open-minded, 
but also decisive and I| think I can 
showcase some of these qualities 
early.” 

Like all other candidates, No- 
the- Valley has to navigate the tricky 
environment of trying to campaign 
during a pandemic. Looking for 
ways to raise her profile in the com- 
munity ahead of the June 8 elections, 
Nothe-Valley plans to soon announce 
meet-the-candidate Zoom events and 
socially distanced outdoor events in 
springtime, as long as it’s safe to do 
so, she said. So far, Nothe- Valley has 
been communicating with her per- 
sonal and community network and 
said she has been receiving a lot of 
positive feedback. 

To get in touch with Nothe-Val- 
ley, send an emailtokarenformonson- 
bos @yahoo.com or on Facebook on 
her Karen Nothe-Valley for Monson 
Board of Selectmen page. 


PALMER 
Filing for 
town elected 


offices 
underway 


Anyone interested in run- 
ning for any of the townwide of- 
fices that will be decided by the 
June 8 election can begin filing 
their nomination papers. 

One seat each will be avail- 
able for the following positions: 

Councilor at Large/District 
2; Councilor/District 3 Council- 
or/Planning Board and School 
Committee. Each term is three 
years. 

Candidates must be regis- 
tered to vote in Palmer by May 
19 to be eligible. There is no 
filing fee and papers must be re- 
turned by April 15. 

To obtain the nomination 
papers and for more information, 
call the town clerk at 283-2608. 
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QHCC's new VP/CEO focuses on survival first, then growth 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — As businesses and 
residents look forward to an eco- 
nomic rebound, the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce recently 
hired a new Vice President and CEO 
to help position its more than 250 
members to grow their businesses 
once restrictions are lifted and con- 
sumer confidence returns. 

Andrew Surprise started the job 


about a month ago. It’s a 
part-time position for now, 
though that could change 
as chamber members re- 
gain their footing and start 
planning for the future. 
“The chamber was 
hurt like everyone else with 
the downturn in the econo- 
my and so we’re hoping 
that eventually within the 
next year the position can 
be full-time, because there’s a lot 





Andrew Surprise 


of need for somebody to 
help,” he said. 

A native of Springfield 
and East Longmeadow 
who was educated locally, 
earning a degree in politi- 
cal science from Western 
New England  Universi- 
ty, Surprise has a_back- 


N ground in business, public 


relations, marketing, and 
branding. Once an intern for 
former Gov. Jane Swift, he made his 


reputation as a political consultant 
and campaign staffer — including 
work that helped a candidate win a 
West Springfield mayoral race — as 
well as marketing and fundraising 
for not-for-profits and civic advoca- 
cy training. 

He served two recent terms on 
the Westfield City Council and still 
resides in Westfield, close to his im- 
mediate family. 

“COVID took its toll on many 
local small businesses and our 


chamber was not left off that list,” 
QHCC President Lena Buteua said. 

“However, during this time, the 
QHCC Executive Board dug in its 
heels hard by spending countless 
hours dedicated to the chamber’s 
survival in order to ensure our mem- 
ber community had our help and 
support when they needed it most. 
The Executive Board clearly under- 
stood that in order for the chamber 
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Holland native using YouTube 


to help others shed debt 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


Holland native Kelly Anne Smith 
1S passionate about helping others reach 
their financial and business goals, and 
has even started her own business, Free- 
dom In A Budget, dedicated to it. 

And although her life and career 
have taken her to many different places, 
Smith credits growing up in Holland as 
part of her success today. 

“Growing up in a small town played 
a big role in shaping me into who I am 
today,” Smith said. 

“I know for a fact that I wouldn’t 
be where I am today if it wasn’t for the 
strong foundation I received growing up 
in Holland.” 

Smith, who now lives in South 
Florida, started a YouTube channel — 
“Freedom In A Budget” — five years 
ago to document her journey to become 
debt-free. Over the years, she turned the 
channel into a business. At Freedom In A 
Budget, Smith helps people of all ages to 
“achieve financial freedom within their 
budget and become intentional with their 
money.” 

The channel is a vehicle for deliver- 
ing a course she designed. 

“T have such a passion for helping 
others reach their financial and business 
goals I created my own course called 
‘Dreamer To Profitable’ where I coach 
and mentor others to get their finances in 
order, as well as start their own online 
business through YouTube, blogging, 
freelance writing, creating courses, and 
selling digital products,’ Smith said. 

The Freedom In A Budget YouTube 
channel now has more than 40,000 sub- 
scribers and three million views, and 
Smith has been featured in Forbes, US 
News & World Report, CNBC, CBS 
Evening News, His & Her Money, The 
College Investor, and a slew of other per- 
sonal finance blogs, vlogs, and podcasts. 

Smith also won Best Finance Blog- 
ger of South Florida in 2019. 

Smith grew up in Holland, but after 
her mother passed away when she was 
16, she decided that she needed some- 
thing different. 

“At 18, I packed up my car and 





Courtesy photo 
Kelly Anne Smith, a Holland native, 
turned her YouTube channel “Freedom In 
A Budget” into a business helping others. 


moved to Boca Raton, Fla., where I 
have lived for the last 13 years. I work 
in corporate America during the day, 
and nights and weekends for the last five 
years I started an online business that 
also brings in a full-time income,” Smith 
said. 

“T think my family background and 
Christian upbringing from the Holland 
Church gave me the ability to understand 
what other people from small towns are 
looking for and allows me to help them 
in a unique way of starting their own 
online business that many people would 
think you need to move to a big city to 
have a successful business. That’s what I 
teach on my YouTube channel and cours- 
es.” 

And starting a business, or jumping 
into entrepreneurship, can be “scary,” 
Smith said, but there is “so much poten- 
tial and growth if you take that leap of 
faith.” 

For more, visit freedominabudget. 
com or go to Smith’s YouTube channel. 





Virtual legislative coffee 


event Feb. 26 


Join the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
and the state legislative delegation serv- 
ing the Quaboag Hills region for a vir- 
tual livestream discussion on upcoming 
legislation that may affect Massachusetts 
businesses, the fiscal year 2022 state 
budget, as well as programs and grant 
opportunities to assist small businesses. 

It will be held 12:30-2 p.m. Friday, 


Feb. 26, and will be streamed live on 
YouTube, Facebook, and on the QHCC 
website. 

This is a free event for members and 
non-members. To register, go to qhma. 
com. For more information, email An- 
drew Surprise at andrew@qhma.com or 
call 413-283-2418. 
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THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 


Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you safe. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 
—— 


Town & Country Living Magazine 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 


Take care. 


413 436 7374 


286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 
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More people under 75 eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccine 


People ages 65 and over and 
those with or more certain medi- 
cal conditions, including asthma, 
can visit mass.gov/covidvaccine 
to start booking appointments 
for the COVID-19 vaccine. 

That expands the eligibili- 
ty pool by about a million more 
people, according to Gov. Char- 
lie Baker’s office. 

Due to extremely high de- 
mand for appointments and 
limited vaccine supply, it could 
take more than a month for all 
eligible individuals to secure an 
available appointment, unless 
federal supply significantly in- 
creases, Baker’s office said. 

Recently, | Massachusetts 


has been receiving approximate- 
ly 110,000 first doses per week 
from the federal government. 
Residents are encouraged to 
keep checking the website as ap- 


pointments are added on a roll- 
ing basis. 

In addition to the latest ex- 
pansion of the eligibility pool, 
residents 16 and older with two 
or more of certain medical con- 
ditions (defined below) also are 
now able to book vaccine ap- 
pointments. 

According to Baker’s office, 
in concert with CDC guidelines, 
the Commonwealth adopted the 
list of conditions that cause in- 
dividuals to be at an increased 
risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19. Massachusetts has 
also identified moderate to se- 
vere asthma as an eligible medi- 
cal condition. 


Phase 2 eligible conditions: 


Asthma (moderate-to-severe) 
Cancer 


Chronic kidney disease 

COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease) 

Down Syndrome 

Heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, coronary artery 
disease, or cardiomyopathies 

Immunocompromised state 
(weakened immune system) 
from solid organ transplant 

Obesity and severe obesity 
(body mass index [BMI] of 30 
kg/m? or higher) 

Pregnancy 

Sickle cell disease 

Smoking 

Type 2 diabetes mellitus 


Details for booking can be 
found via the COVID-19 Vac- 
cine Finder, which enables resi- 
dents to search for a vaccination 
location and view appointment 
availability before scheduling. 


The tool can be accessed via the 
state’s vaccination website at 
mass.gov/COVIDvaccine or di- 
rectly at axfinder.mass.gov. 

Those unable to access ap- 
pointments via the internet can 
do so by phone by dialing 211 
and following the prompts for 
vaccine appointments. 

There are more than 170 
vaccination locations across the 
Commonwealth. Baker’s office 
said almost 95% of the popu- 
lation lives within a 45-minute 
drive of a mass vaccination site 
or within 30 minutes of a re- 
gional (high volume site) - not 
counting pharmacies, provider 
and community health center 
vaccination sites. 
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Hayden Purcell, an eight-grade student at GVMS, 
looks happy to get ready to head to school Monday 


morning. 
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MONSON | from page 1 


According to Supt. Chery! Clarke, there 
were 20 cases reported by health officials 
this week, down from 30 the prior week. The 
daily incidence rate per 100,000 fell from 
25.5 to 17 in that span. 

“T am so happy that we have now been 
able to bring back four days a week all of 
our students grades preschool through 12 
who chose the in person learning model,” 
Clarke said. 

“We are following all of the previous 
safety protocols and procedures; students are 
six feet apart whether in their classrooms, 
their electives or specials classes, or the 
lunch room, and with only two exceptions, 
all classrooms have a maximum occupancy 
of 15 people. The students are smiling, the 
staff is smiling, the climate in the buildings 
is really positive. We are also excited that 
our seniors will have at least an abbreviated 
senior year.” 

Jeffrey Lord, chairman of the Monson 
School Committee, was one of the more 
hesitant members over when to re-open the 
buildings when it was discussed in late De- 
cember and early January. He was less en- 
thused than Clarke, but still supportive. 
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66°. 


$999 


CORN DOGS sruczo ccm De 


ATOM mOlui(am@y 90 Avocado St. 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 


Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


GVMS students Callie 
Purcell, grade three, and 
fifth-grader Abigail Gal- 
lion before heading back 
to school. 


Eager to return to 
in-person classes at 
Granite Valley School, 
Memphis Rockfield 
was all ready to go 
Monday morning. 


Courtesy photos 


Memphis Rockfield walks to the bus while the fami- 
ly’s dog Lennon helps send him off back to in-person 








classes at Granite Valley School. “She sends him off 
and greets him every day!” mom Jennifer Lee said. 


“T’m hesitantly excited, because we’ve 
really wanted to get more kids in school, but 
the school committee was just cautious be- 
cause we were scared,’ Lord said. 

“We didn’t want to risk any of our kids, 
parents of kids, our teachers or anybody else 
getting exposed to this horrible virus. All the 
kids were really excited about being back in 
school and we’re just hoping our numbers 
stay down and everybody in town exercises 
mask wearing and social distancing.” 


Parents, kids celebrate 

Tanya Brooke said her son Daniel Ali- 
cea was eager to return to GVMS. 

“He really enjoys math and really en- 
joys his teacher, Ms. Stello. She is amazing 
with children on the autism spectrum,’ she 
said. 

“My kids were so excited to see all their 
friends,’ Christin Kaminski said. 

Another mom, Jennifer Lee, said remote 
learning was mostly working out academi- 
cally for her son, Memphis, but not socially. 

“My son did well for having an IEP, but 
he absolutely needed to get back to in-school 
for social reasons, as well as better learning 
chanc- 
es,’ Lee 
said. 


Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 
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Corrections 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 


a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. 





“He is a child that needs socialization 
and has been struggling without it. We also 
moved to town over the summer, so it’s been 
very hard for him making friends via remote 
learning. They do not really have much time 
and opportunities for bonding. His teacher, 
Mrs. Casimiro, tried her best to allow for 
chat times so the children could share their 
homes and experiences. She has been tru- 
ly amazing in every way, but going back to 
in-school learning where the true learning, 
bonding, and joy is coming from,’ is best, 
she said. 

“My son came home happy about meet- 
ing friends both on the bus and in class.” 

According to Alyssa Childs, “My son 
was so excited 
to go back and 
see Mrs. Mar- 


ciniec!”’ 
Erin Fon- 
taine sald, 


my daughter 
jumped and 
cheered with 
joy when she 
found out they 
were returning 
to school in 
person.” 

Reporter 
Jonah Snowden 
contributed — to 
this story. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





WALTER 


Meet Walter, who is 6 years old and lives in 
Thorndike. “His favorite things to do are play in the 
Snow and eat donuts from Dunkin in Bondsville,” 
Amanda Lloyd says. 

We feature your pets here and on our Facebook 
page every week. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chick- 
en, lizard, horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is 
there a pet you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All 
pets are welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your 
pet with a little information to mharrison@turley.com. 


Pool/fitness room 

open for 1-hour $5 
isits 

visit 

The Ludlow Community Center/Randall Boys & 
Girls Club, located at 91 Claudia’s Way in Ludlow is 
now open for pool and fitness room use. Lanes for lap 
swim and fitness room can be reserved in one hour in- 
tervals for only $5 a visit. 

Lap Swim February Schedule — Monday, 8-9 a.m. 
and 9:30-10:30 a.m. / Wednesday, 6:15-7:15 a.m. and 
8-9 am. and 9:30-10:30 a.m. / Thursday 12:30-1:30 
p.m. / Friday 8-9 a.m. and 9:30-10:30 a.m. Fitness 
Room February Schedule - Thursday, 8:15-9:15 a.m. 
and 9:45-10:45 a.m. / Friday, 8:15-9:15 a.m. and 9:45- 
10:45 a.m. / Saturday, 8-9 a.m. 

To reserve your spot visit ludlowbgc.org and click 
on Adult Programs or call Matt Thompson at 413-583- 
2072, Ext. 122. For updates on the pool and fitness 
room, visit the website and register to receive club 
emails. 

The Club continues to make health and safety its 


No. | priority to ensure all visitors who enter the build- 
ing have a clean and safe environment to utilize. 
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Scouting turns 111, evolves with the times 


By Peter Izyk 


Scout Anniversary Week was observed earlier this 
month. 

The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on 
Feb. 8, 1910, making this year its 111th anniversary. 

The mission of BSA is to prepare young people to 
make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by 
instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Scout 
Law. BSA has been the nation’s foremost program of 
character development and values-based leadership 
training for youth. The program encourages youth to 
pursue their special interests, make new friends, devel- 
op leadership skills, and give back to the community. 

Over the years the program changed to meet the 
needs of the current youth. In 1930, the Cub Scout pro- 
gram was added. After the request of parents, much 
research, and with the result of positive surveys, girls 
were added to the Cub Scout Program in 2018. Packs 
could decide if they were to be all-boy or all-girl packs 
or coed packs with separate boy and girl dens. 

The next year, older girls were added to the pro- 
gram and the name of that program changed from Boy 
Scouts to Scouts BSA. While being chartered to the 
same organization and sharing leadership and commit- 
tee members, the Scouts BSA girl troops were separate 
units. 

The highest level of Scouting, Venturing, is co-ed 
and allows youth to participate in high-level adventures 
and programs. Youth in this program learn cooperation, 
have invaluable experiences and lifelong lessons that 
transform today’s Venturers into tomorrow’s responsi- 





Courtesy photos 
The opening ceremony at Pack 164’s August pack meet- 
ing at Burleigh Park. After awards were handed out, the 
Cub Scouts and parent partners held a scavenger hunt. 


ble adults. 

Another one of the traditional Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica programs is called Sea Scouting. Sea Scouts learn a 
myriad of maritime skills while forging lifelong friend- 
ships. Sea Scouting is an opportunity to sail into the 
future and beyond. 





r, 
cleared out the storage sheds in the parking lot of their 
charter organization, Second Congregational Church. 
Proceeds from this fundraiser help pay for awards, an- 
nual registration and camp and event fees. 


The Second Congregational Church in Palmer is 
the charter organization for both Cub Scout Pack 164 
and Scouts BSA Troop 5164. 

Peter Izyka has been a member of Pack 164 since 
1987 and served in many local Scouting leadership 
roles over the years. 





Gobi files legislation aimed at addressing pyrrhotite issue 





REGION — Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer) has filed omnibus legis- 
lation aimed at addressing the crum- 
bling foundation issue that has plagued 
homeowners in the south central part of 
the state, including homes in Monson, 
Brimfield, Palmer, and elsewhere, whose 
foundations are deteriorating due to the 
presence of pyrrhotite. 

The legislation comes in the wake of 
a report filed last year by the legislative 
special commission established to study 
the issue, and aims to address a number 
of the commission’s recommendations. 
These include establishing tax abate- 
ments for affected homeowners, requir- 
ing the disclosure of foundation repairs 
for those looking to sell their home, and 
creating new standards for quarry opera- 
tors and concrete producers. 

Gobi, co-chair of the special com- 
mission last year, thanked her colleagues 
and made a commitment to help affected 
homeowners. 

“It is imperative that we take ac- 
tion to assist homeowners who, through 
no fault of their own, are faced with the 
devastating news that their homes foun- 
dation is failing,’ she said. 

“T appreciate the good work of the 
commission 1n focusing on areas that can 
bring relief and I look forward to con- 
tinuing to work to get these provisions 


Nancy Curtis 
Scholarship 
available 


WARE — Appli- 
cations are now avail- 
able for the Nancy 
Curtis Scholarship in 


the Ware, Palmer, and 
Belchertown Public 
Schools Guidance 
Department. Dead- 
line for completion 
of the application is 
April 5, and should 
be forwarded to Mrs. 
Sandra Piechota, 269 
Palmer Rd., Ware, 
MA 01082. 

















Correction 


A story in last week’s edition about 
an interim member of the Monson 
School Committee contained an error. 
Voting for school committee candidates 
and all other Town of Monson elected 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured ¢ References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


offices will be held June. 8. 

Accuracy is our No. I priority. If 
you spot an error, please email mharri- 
son@ turley.com. 


implemented.” 

The defective concrete in question 
originated from the JJ Mottes Concrete 
Company in Stafford Springs, Conn., 
during the years 1983-2015, and was 
sourced from Becker’s Quarry in Wil- 
lington, Conn., Gobi said. Pyrrhotite is 
rare, and this location is one of the few 
in North America where the mineral may 
be found. Since the early 1980s, Beck- 
er’s Quarry was the primary source of 
the stone aggregate used by JJ Mottes to 
produce concrete, and they have been the 
only company identified that produced 
material connected to the deteriorating 
foundations. 

Pyrrhotite causes the slow deteriora- 
tion of the concrete when exposed to ox- 
ygen and water. When present in the ag- 
gregate material used to make concrete, 
the building material itself becomes 
compromised as water and air enter 
through small cracks and holes, allowing 
the iron sulfides to begin breaking down, 
expanding and allowing more water and 
air to enter. 

While the presence of pyrrhotite 
indicates the potential for concrete de- 
terioration, its existence alone does not 
necessarily cause it. At this time there is 
no minimum level of pyrrhotite that is 
deemed acceptable for use, and homes 
with small amount of pyrrhotite (less 


Kubota Rentals 
STIHL Husqvarna 


PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING e ARBORIST e SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST. 
PALMER, MA 01069 


Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon 
Shipping Can Be Arranged 


1-800-232-6132 
(413) 544-9027 


RENTALS AVAILABLE e 


Our advertisers make 
this publication 


Let them know you 


saw their ad in the 





Journal 
Register 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 10am- 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Wire, Wz Arai 2 ee. Ole arelad 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


than 0.3%) can still experience crum- 
bling foundations. 

The cracking starts small and may 
take more than 10 years to over 30 years 
to appear. As the concrete deteriorates 
it often becomes structurally unsound, 
and the damage is irreversible. The only 
permanent solution at this time to fully 
replace the impacted foundation with 
a new foundation that does not contain 
pyrrhotite. 

The pyrrhotite issue has been stud- 
ied extensively and addressed by the 
Connecticut Legislature, which moved 
to develop a captive insurance company 
funded by bonding and a surcharge on 
homeowners’ insurance policies in order 
to help the thousands of residents that 
have been affected. In Massachusetts 
the scope of this issue is still unknown, 
but the special commission did identify 
95,073 homes built within the aforemen- 
tioned time period that fit inside the dis- 
tance parameters. 

The bill Gobi filed, SD. 1688, “An 
Act Relative to Crumbling Concrete 
Foundations,” aims to address a number 
of the primary concerns raised by the 
special commission last year. 

The main points aspects of the bill 
are outlined here: 

e Establishes new standards for en- 
tities seeking a permit to mine or expand 


a quarry to include a test for pyrrhotite, 
and requiring that producers of concrete 
and aggregate products maintain a record 
of the aggregate source in their concrete 
batches. 

e Allows for affected homeown- 
ers to apply for residential property tax 
abatements with their board of assessors 
until the foundation is able to be repaired 
or replaced. 

e Waves all building permit fees for 
work associated with crumbling founda- 
tion replacement work. 

e Requires that homeowners look- 
ing to sell their home disclose to a po- 
tential purchaser whether they have had 
any testing or repairs done to their foun- 
dation. 

There remains in place a founda- 
tion testing program allowing residents 
to be reimbursed for the costs associat- 
ed with visual and core testing, which 
Gobi was able to secure originally in the 
FY 19 budget cycle. That program allows 
homeowners to be reimbursed at a rate 
of 100% for visual testing conducted by 
a licensed professional engineer up to 
$400, and a rate of 75% for core sample 
testing up to $5,000. 

For more information on the bill or 
the foundation testing program, contact 
Gobi’s office by email at Anne.Gobi@ 
MASenate. gov. 
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Meet STORM - 
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Team Member! 
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LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
© & Excludes 
diesel & 
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Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 2/28/21 T 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


eo 


WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 2/28/21 T 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 
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Here's a return 
to normalcy: 
It’s tax time! 


ebruary is drawing to a close and that 
means it’s time to turn the page to no 


one’s favorite subject — taxes. 

Some well-organized residents no doubt 
have already filed their federal and state returns 
in time for the first day of processing, which 
was about two weeks ago. The rest of us have 
until April 15. Take note of that date, because 
unless the U.S. Treasury Department or Mass. 
Dept. of Revenue make an unexpected change, 
the extended July deadline offered last year be- 
cause of the pandemic is no longer an option. 

Hey, we’ve all been wishing for a return to 
normalcy, right? Maybe not exactly what you 
had in mind, but it might make you feel better 
to consider this a step in the direction of life in 
a post-pandemic world. 

Whether you prepare your returns your- 
self, pay an accountant or other professional, or 
have a friend or relative handle your tax filing, 
here are a few tips that could make this annu- 
al rite a little easier and perhaps help save you 
money: 

First and foremost, get organized. Dust 
off your copy of last year’s return. If you don’t 
have it and can’t get a copy from your preparer, 
you can order it from the IRS. If you used one 
of the many online tax prep software programs, 
it’s likely archived there. 

Gather all of your tax-related documents 
such as W-2s, 1099s, and other forms you need 
to prove the income you earned, including So- 
cial Security, pension payments, and unem- 
ployment benefits, and any withholding you 
selected (give yourself a pat on the back if you 
had taxes withheld from the latter two because 
chances are you'll get a bigger refund). 

If you received federal stimulus payments 
(either one or both issued in 2020), the good 
news is they are not counted as taxable income. 
However, if you received less than the full 
amount in either or both of the two rounds of 
stimulus, that could impact your 2020 return, 
so you'll want to able to reference that infor- 
mation. 

Did you keep all your receipts for chari- 
table contributions, work expenses eligible for 
deductions, and the miles you logged on your 
vehicle for work? If yes, give yourself another 
pat on the back. If not, you might want to in- 
vest some time in getting that together. Docu- 
mentation of student loan interest paid last year 
and any debt that was charged off translate into 
credits and liabilities, too, so you’Il want that at 
your fingertips. 

This is just a starter list. To get a compre- 
hensive checklist of everything you’ll need to 
be ready for tax return preparation, go to Irs. 
gov or contact your tax prep professional. 

We have a resource for you that many 
might be surprised to learn about — AARP. 
Did you know the AARP TaxAide program 
provides IRS-trained volunteers to prepare 
returns for anyone who asks? Free of charge. 
This is NOT limited to AARP members or 
even seniors in general. Taxpayers of any age 
can use this valuable service. They even handle 
returns for eligible small businesses. The only 
limitation is this program is intended for those 
in the middle-income bracket and lower. There 
is an income ceiling and those who exceed it 
are not likely eligible for the service. 

For everyone else, it’s a well-regarded ser- 
vice that includes e-filing (which you want; It 
means faster processing and less time to get a 
refund if you’re due one). AARP suspended 
this program just about a year ago in response 
to the pandemic because the service was pro- 
vided in-person at libraries, senior centers and 
other public facilities. Since then, they have 
had time to plan and adjust and AARP TaxAide 


©0AVEOZANLUNO.COM 


POLATIC&h LCANTOONS *Com 












e4 c 
KEEP A DISTANCE 
AND WEAR A MASK.’ f 


Milk jug seed starting part 2 


his week we will delve into part 2 

of the great milk jug seed starting 

experiment, posed by Barbara who 

wrote in last week wondering if I have 

had any success with this trendy tech- 
nique. 

Here are the nuts and bolts! Start 
with clean gallon containers, 
the see-through kind that water 
or milk come in. About four 
inches up, just below the han- 
dle, safely cut around the jug, 
leaving an inch or so on either 
side of the handle as a “hinge.” 

You should be able to bend 
the top back and forth. Make 
a number of drainage holes in 
the bottom; three or four per 
quadrant. There is a lot of ad- 
vice out there on how to do that, 
from drilling holes, to twisting 
an exacto knife around and around and 
even using a hot tool to melt a hole in 
the plastic (really!). I generally like to 
make holes in reused plastic containers 
by banging a large nail through the bot- 
tom into a piece of scrap lumber placed 
underneath. 

Once the drainage holes are made, 
fill the bottom of the jug with moist seed 
starting mix. “Coast of Maine’ has re- 
cently become my favorite after a few 
years of trying out new brands. With the 
soil in place, sow your seeds. If the seeds 
are tiny or even relatively tiny, don’t cov- 
er them with soil, simply space them out 
evenly on top and press into the surface. 

You may wonder how to deal with 
tiny seed. I place it in a folded index card 
and gently tap the card so that the seeds 
fly out. If you can handle the seed easily, 
do cover with only a small amount soil, 
say an eighth of an inch or so and firm 
down. How many seeds to sow is a tricky 
question. If you want to keep the plants 
in the jug until they go in the garden, then 
hope for four plants, maybe six per jug at 
the most, figuring how big they will be 
at transplant stage. For tricky germina- 
tors, perhaps double or triple the amount 
of seed you sow versus how many you 
desire. If germination is great, you can 
always transplant some out. Close the 
container and seal it with duct tape. Be 


we La 
Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


IN THE 
GARDEN 





sure to label the jug with the plant name 
via a paint pen, really the only writing 
utensil that won’t smear, fade or wash 
away when exposed to the elements. 

Place the jugs in full exposure out- 
doors and with the cap off, so that heat 
can escape and small amounts of mois- 
ture can penetrate. When the 
temperature outdoors heats up 
past 60 degrees, be sure to take 
the duct tape off and vent your 
seedlings. Check often and 
water as needed. The pros rec- 
ommend to cover with a blan- 
ket if frost threatens or even 
move heat lovers inside on cold 
nights. To prevent tip-over by 
four-legged friends or playful 
kids, pros also suggest putting 
the jugs in trays or bins. 

As you can see, this meth- 
od is not maintenance-free, but certainly 
worthy of a try especially for gardeners 
who are short on indoor space or in the 
mood to get their hands dirty earlier in 
the season than normal. January and 
February is the perfect time to start seeds 
that need a cold treatment. Look for key 
terms on the seed packet, such as “strat- 
ification needed,’ “sow in the fall,’ or 
other terms. 

You can begin to sow cold hardy 
annuals in March- think chard, spinach, 
kale, snapdragons, bachelor button and 
the like, while April should be reserved 
for warmth-lovers like pepper, toma- 
to, basil, zinnias and marigolds, paying 
special attention to frost predictions and 
bringing these plants in as needed. 

Well Barbara, thank you for the 
great topic! I promise to give this method 
a try and will report back my successes 
and failures. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


The last week of January, I saw a barred owl 
perched in a tree at the edge of my yard. Last year, I saw 
a barred owl in my yard on a regular basis. [t would of- 
ten perch on the roof 
of my henhouse. This 
year, I had not seen it 
until recently. It was 
probably hoping to 
catch rodents hiding 
in the tall grass. 

The barred owl 
is a large, earless owl 
with dark eyes. It has 
barring on its head 
and chest with streak- 
ing underneath. It has 
gray and brown feath- 
ers and white spots on 
its back. [tis about 17 
to 24 inches long. The 
barred owl and barn 
owl are the only owls 
with black eyes; all 
others have yellow eyes. 

The barred owl is one of the more vocal owls, often 
calling during the day and saying “hoo—hoo—hoohoo,’ 
which sounds like “who cooks for you?” The female’s 
hoots are higher pitched than the male’s. They inhabit 
woods and woodland swamps. A pair often calls back 
and forth to each other. 

The female lays two to four white eggs. She will 
use a nest box, which has a hole greater than six inches 
or nest in an abandoned hawk or crow nest. The average 
territory is about one square mile. In winter, they may 
expand the territory with males often leaving the terri- 
tory when food is scarce. In early spring, they return to 
their mate and territory. 

Injured barred owl 

I recently read a barred owl, which was struck by 
a car, and brought to the Cummings School Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts University in Grafton for treatment, 
was returned to the wild. A man driving behind the ve- 
hicle, which hit the owl, saw it happen. He stopped as 
the owl appeared stunned and was flapping its wings. 
He wrapped it in his coat and called police. It was 
brought to Tufts and released back into the wild at a 
wildlife area near where it was found a few weeks later. 

Red-winged blackbird 

A Wheelwright resident saw his first red-winged 
blackbird for 2021. He said he did not see the bird at his 
feeder, but he saw it perched in a tree and then in flight. 

Flock of robins 

I received an email from a North Brookfield resi- 
dent on Jan. 30. She said, “This week I had a flock of 
robins descend on my holly bush and eat every berry on 
it and it was full of berries.” She also had four starlings 
come to her feeders. 

Birds during snowstorm 

The month of February opened with a major snow- 
storm Monday, Feb. | into Tuesday, Feb. 2. It dumped 
over a foot of snow. The snow started early Monday and 
I had a mourning dove, five or six blue jays, at least six 
American goldfinches, a pair of cardinals, three chip- 
ping sparrows, downy woodpeckers, red-bellied wood- 
pecker, black-capped chickadees, tufted titmice and 
dark-eyed juncos. I also had a group of gray squirrels. 
Tuesday I had two squirrels tunneled into the snow to 
find the seeds on the ground under the tray feeder. Ex- 
cept for the mourning dove, all the birds from yesterday 
came to the feeders. The male cardinal stood out with 
his bright red feathers against the white snow. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird-related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at ext. 100, emailing mybackyard88 @aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005. 


A barred owl. 





History Matters 


Feb 16 to Feb. 28 


crew and torched the vessel. 





now offers drop-off and virtual service using 
secure servers that protect your Social Security 
number and other vital personal information. 

There are some in-person appointments, 
but none in our immediate area. For all the in- 
formation about that program, go to taxaide. 
aarpfoundation.org. 

So, are you ready to “render unto Caesar?” 
If not, make it a priority. April 15 will be here 
before you know it. 


Turley Publications 
wants to hear from 
you: Take our survey! 


REGION -— Everyone uses different tools to 
get the news. 

At Turley Publications, we strive to reach 
all our readers. In that effort, we have created an 
online survey to learn about how our readers get 
their news. Please complete this survey to edu- 
cate us on how we can best reach you, the reader. 
The 10-question survey takes about two minutes 
to complete online. The survey can be found at 
surveymonkey.com/r/DBSJ69F. Thank you. 
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History Matters is a biweekly 
feature courtesy of The Grateful 
American Book Prize, which is 
given to children’s books that em- 
phasize the importance of Ameri- 
can history. 


Twenty years after the United 
States was freed of Britain, Amer- 
ica went to war, again, this time 
against the populous pirate popu- 
lation in the Mediterranean. Pock- 
eted throughout Africa, in Moroc- 
co, Algeria, Tunis and Tripolitania 
[Libya], they ambushed U.S. mer- 
chant ships, seized cargoes, com- 
mandeered crews and collected 
large ransoms. Hostilities got so 
heated that President Jefferson 
dispatched the Navy in 1801. 

In October 1803, the Phila- 
delphia, a part of an expeditionary 
force, ran aground off the coast of 
Tripoli, and was captured, causing 
concern that America’s propri- 
etary know-how would be re-con- 
stituted in enemy warships. 

On Feb. 16, Lt. Stephen De- 
catur and 74 of his men, includ- 
ing nine marines, disguised them- 
selves as Maltese sailors, crept 
into Tripolitan waters, boarded 
the Philadelphia, overpowered the 


The daring nature of their 
perfectly executed mission, with- 
out a single American casualty, 
was heralded around the world. 
Even British Admiral Horatio 
Nelson, arguably the most famous 
seafaring hero of the time, called 
it the “most daring act of the age.” 

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “Thomas Jef- 
ferson and the Tripoli Pirates: 
The Forgotten War That Changed 
American History,’ by Brian 
Kilmeade and Don Yaeger. 

Polio vaccine 

On Feb. 23, 1954, the students 
at Arsenal Elementary School in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, were 
the first to receive a vaccine, de- 
veloped by Dr. Jonas Salk, to repel 
the polio pandemic that was pan- 
icking the population. 

Now, 67 years later, scien- 
tists are hustling to disseminate 
various COVID-19 inoculations 
to control, or collapse, another un- 
governable disease. 

According to History.com, 
“Salk found that polio had as 
many as 125 strains of three basic 
types, and that an effective vac- 
cine needed to combat all three. 


By growing samples of the polio 
virus and then deactivating, or 
‘killing’ them by adding a chem- 
ical called formalin, Salk devel- 
oped his vaccine, which was able 
to immunize without infecting the 
patient.” 

The disease was eradicated in 
1979. 

For more information, the 
Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Polio (Deadly Dis- 
eases & Epidemics),’ by Alan 
Hecht. 

“The Greatest of All Time” 

On February 25, 1964, a 
22-year-old newcomer to boxing, 
by the name of Cassius Clay, cat- 
apulted to the world heavyweight 
champion. He snatched the title 
from Sonny Liston in the seventh 
round of a “David and Goliath” 
match in Miami Beach, Florida. 
The odds were against Clay; Lis- 
ton was the 8 to | favorite, but that 
didn’t faze the cocky challenger 
who predicted his victory in the 
eighth round, bragging that he 
would “float like a butterfly, sting 
like a bee.” 

It took him six rounds to win 
the title in the seventh, when Lis- 
ton conceded defeat. 


Visit journalregister.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


Young people might not 
“recognize” Cassius Clay; that’s 
because he became “Muhammed 
Ali’, after he joined the African 
American Muslim group, the Na- 
tion of Islam. 

The Website Quora calls Ali 
“the greatest boxer ever,’ having 
won 56 out of his 61 bouts during 
his 20-year career that ended 
abruptly in 1984 when he was di- 
agnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. 
He has been called one of the most 
significant and celebrated figures 
of the 20th century and one of the 
greatest boxers of all time. Indeed, 
as President George W. Bush put 
it when he presented Ali with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
November of 2005, “Only a few 
athletes are ever known as the 
greatest in their sport, or in their 
time. But when you say, “The 
Greatest of All Time’ is in the 
room, everyone knows who you 
mean.” 

Muhammad Ali, boxer, activ- 
ist, entertainer and philanthropist, 
passed away on June 3, 2016. 

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “The Greatest: 
Muhammad Ali” by Walter Dean 
Myers. 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Unemployed due to 
COVID-19 targeted 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


COVID-19 has torn through 
the economy as companies had to 
dial back their services or products 
in the wake of the pandemic, change 
their business models and furlough 
or lay off employees left and right 
to make it. Others just shut down 
entirely. While some people have 
been able to find work, there are 
plenty of workers who haven’t been 
able to, and the state wants to help. 

For those who have lost their 
jobs due to COVID-19 and remain 
unemployed, the MassHire Career 
Centers in Holyoke and Springfield 
are offering free virtual manufactur- 


Free introduction to manufacturing offered 


ing training classes. They will help 
participants learn about career man- 
ufacturing, basic manufacturing 
standards, manufacturing process- 
es, basic blueprint reading, quality 
control processes and tips on team- 
work. The career centers used to be 
known as the state’s One-Stop Shop 
for employment needs for those 
looking for work and employers. 

Participants must have a high 
school diploma, Internet connec- 
tivity with streaming capability, be 
unemployed due to COVID-19 and 
have a device such as a laptop, desk- 
top computer or tablet to access the 
internet. It is also compatible with 
cell phones. Instructor coaching 1s 
also provided. 

“The last two governors have 
been very invested in what they can 
do to maintain or grow manufactur- 
ing as an industry in general,’ said 


MassHire Career Center Holyoke 
President and CEO David Gadaire 
said. 

With COVID-19 translating to 
job losses for many, it was decided 
to target those who have lost their 
jobs as layoffs and business clo- 
sures began last March as restau- 
rants, gyms and other businesses 
were temporarily closed and then 
able to start up in reduced capaci- 
ties, he said. 

“We think many people wrong- 
ly have this picture of what manu- 
facturing is all about, with idea that 
it’s dirty,” he said. “But many man- 
ufacturers have pristine processes, 
for which mathematics is needed 
and their manufacturing is really a 
science. 

He said starting wages are good 
and it’s possible to make a sustain- 
able wage and move through com- 


pany ranks to get ahead. 

“The classes are a guide, to 
counsel them as to what to expect 
in manufacturing, the kind of math 
needed and so they candidly will 
know what’s going on,’ he said. 
“Tt’s also designed to get people off 
unemployment and help them move 
into what could be a good career.” 

The classes are self-paced and 
offer tips on who work as a team 
member, how to address concerns 
that come up on the manufacturing 
floor and problem resolution, Ga- 
daire said. 

Businessman Joseph Peters, 
a member of MassHire Hampden 
County Workforce Board, has been 
in manufacturing for decades, and 
decided to test drive the classes to 
be sure potential students would get 
useful information about manufac- 
turing if they took them. 


“It provides exposure to manu- 
facturing machines, safety protocols 
among other things,’ said Peters, 
who owned Universal Plastics in 
Holyoke up to a few years ago, and 
who remains active in the compa- 
ny. “I think someone who has gone 
through this would be looked at dif- 
ferently than someone who hadn’t 
taken it when it comes to the hiring 
process. I would be much more in- 
terested in someone who had taken 
this course. Our company is looking 
for people right now and this would 
give someone a lot of advantages.” 

Peters said these days many 
young students are not exposed to 
manufacturing at all and are unfa- 
miliar with it either generally or 
specifically. That exposure differs 
from when he was young, when 
many people knew people in man- 
ufacturing even if their immediate 


family wasn’t involved, he said. 
The classes provide that exposure if 
they’ve never had it in school or in 
the workforce,’ he said. 

“He’s lived manufacturing and 
breathed it his whole life, and in my 
mind that makes his opinion about 
it very credible,” said Gadaire of 
Peters’ opinion that it gives poten- 
tial job seekers a way into manufac- 
turing. 

For more information or to 
register for the classes contact Kate 
Smith at Masshire Holyoke at 413- 
322-7162 or Ksmith@masshire- 
holyoke.org or Yvette Jackson at 
Masshire Springfield at 413-858- 
2827 or yjackson @ masshirespring- 
field.org. 

The funding for the classes 
was provided by the state Office of 
Housing and Economic Develop- 
ment 


CHAMBER | from page 1 


to continue our mission and vision focus 
for 2021, we had to hire someone with the 
same mindset and who had the experience 
and connections to make it all come togeth- 
er. We were extremely fortunate to have 
found Andrew Surprise and honestly could 
not have asked for anyone more qualified.” 

With his blended background in the 
public and private sectors, Surprise said he 
knows how government can be a friend to 
business — and how it can get in the way. 
In addition to outreach and advocacy, a big 
part of his focus is bringing government 
officials, business leaders, and residents 
together to discuss their concerns and find 
ways to work in the best interests of all. 

Addressing zoning issues, taxes, plan- 
ning, and emphasizing a symbiotic rela- 
tionship between the public education and 
business communities are all included in his 
immediate plans for the QHCC. 

“T absolutely am open to issue advoca- 
cy right now,” Surprise said. 

Zoning might seem like an intimidat- 
ing bureaucratic maze to most people, but 
those types of laws can have a lasting im- 
pact on a community. They can be a key to 
opening economic growth. 

“Having come from being a city coun- 
cilor, I can tell you zoning needs to change,” 
Surprise said. 

“Obviously, it’s up to the community 
what they want to do with it. But certainly, 
zoning has been a huge issue for munici- 
palities all over the state. There were some 
changes to the zoning laws recently making 
it easier for lower-income housing. I know a 
lot of communities do have concerns about 
that, but I would say that in particular, in 
those rural areas, the zoning does matter, 
particularly farmland. If it’s not zoned cor- 
rectly, someone who owns land in a rural 
area may be paying more taxes than they 
need to be paying. And that’s certainly 
something that the chamber can work on 
with those communities to make sure that 
the zoning regulations are in line with what 
their community wants to develop. And cer- 
tainly coming from government myself, I 
do have some knowledge of that.” 


Struggling to survive 

At the top of the agenda is finding ways 
to help chamber members stay afloat while 
riding out the pandemic, such as connect- 
ing them with public grants and other as- 
sistance. 

“You'd be surprised what five thousand 
dollars or ten thousand dollars can mean to 
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a small business proprietor,’ Surprise said. 

“Tt helps keep the lights on for another 
month and helps pay the rent. Those small 
amounts really do matter to our small busi- 
nesses.” 

He said the chamber also wants to 
make sure elected officials are aware of the 
business community’s needs going forward. 

“That’s what we’re working on right 
now,’ Surprise said. 

‘“We’re currently putting together a 
plan and, coming from the political sphere, 
one thing I know as a former elected offi- 
cial is that elected officials don’t necessari- 
ly take notice of an issue unless somebody 
tells them about it. And once they know 
there’s a problem, they can work to fix it. 
I contacted some of our state legislators. 
There are some I still have to engage with, 
but we’ve got the majority of the delegation 
that serves the region coming to our virtual 
legislative meeting,” set for Friday, Feb. 26 
(see below for details). 

“And we’re hoping to do this at least 
two or three times a year going forward — 
hopefully in person,” Surprise said. 

“The goal is just to engage with the 
business community, with our legislators, 
and see what they think is going to happen. 
There’s still a lot of uncertainty, at least in 
the general public and in the business com- 
munity. And it’s hard for businesses to make 
plans when they don’t know necessarily 
what’s going to happen in the next two or 
three months, let alone the next year. I did 
ask them to bring some information on any 
potential grants, programs, or government 
services that especially can assist the small 
business community because that’s who’s 
really suffering.” 


Looking ahead 

Once the economy stabilizes and the 
focus shifts to growing existing business- 
es and attracting new ones, Surprise said 
he wants to help the chamber explore new 
opportunities for the communities’ mem- 
bers it serves, such as manufacturing. That 
includes forging partnerships with school 
systems and emphasizing vocational train- 
ing so a skilled workforce 1s in place when- 
ever new jobs are created. 

“One thing I want to focus on is region- 
al economic development,” Surprise said. 

“Something I’ve discussed with (cham- 
ber) board members is we would like to have 
more engagement with the local school dis- 
tricts, particularly vocational education be- 
cause it’s going to be very important going 
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Fun facts 


What’s Andrew Surprise like 
away from work? We asked him sev- 
eral “lightning round” questions to get 
some insight with about 30 seconds to 
answer each one: 


Question: What’s your favorite 
book? 

AS: The one that I read recently 
was Steve Jobs’ biography. 


Question: What are three random 
songs in a playlist? 

AS: “November Rain,” “Dancing 
in the Moonlight,” and “Black Hole 
Sun.” 


Question: Favorite adult beverage? 
AS: Craft beer 


Question: Favorite other beverage? 
AS: Black coffee 


Question: The Beatles or Rolling 
Stones? 
AS: Beatles. 


Question: Favorite comfort food 
during quarantine? 
AS: Soup 


Question: Movie you keep going 
back to? 
AS: Gattaca 


Want to go? 


The Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce is holding a Virtual Leg- 
islative Coffee event to connect lo- 
cal businesses with their state-level 
elected officials. It will be held 12:30- 
2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 26, and will be 
Streamed live on YouTube, Facebook, 
and on the QHCC website. 

This is a free event for members 
and non-members. To register, go to 
qhma.com. For more information, 
email Andrew Surprise at andrew@ 
qhma.com or call 413-283-2418. 


forward. Vocational education should not 
be looked down on — it’s just a different 
form of education, and I would hope that 
whatever these communities do, they do 
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put resources into that type of education 
because the future workforce is going to re- 
quire people to be able to fix the machines. 
They need a technical workforce. And that’s 
why I say it’s an extraordinarily important 
component of development.” 

In addition to local school systems, 
Surprise said he wants to work with region- 
al colleges like his alma mater, Western 
New England University, which developed 
a top pharmaceutical program, and Spring- 
field Technical Community College to de- 
velop a school-to-work pipeline that could 
entice tech companies to relocate to West- 
er Mass. 

“Obviously, we’d love to see some of 
the technology businesses in Boston out 
this way,’ he said, adding that “deep tech” 
entrepreneurs are finding capital from pub- 
lic-private partnerships driving economic 
growth in various places. 

If it’s working out elsewhere, why not 
here, Surprise wonders. 

“Tt’s fledgling technologies or technol- 
ogies that launch different industries and 
different sectors. They’re really putting in- 
vestment in entrepreneurs that have an idea. 
And I’m hoping that’s something we can do 
and I’m going to ask our legislators if we 
can tie some of those rounds of funding to 
our area,” he said. 

“So if you’re willing to start your busi- 
ness here, you’ ll be able to access this fund- 
ing. That’s one area we’re looking at.” 


Mentoring and planning 

Among the ways the QHCC can help 
members is by teaching marketing skills 
to those who need it, including direct mail. 
That may seem an analog approach in a 
digital world, but Surprise said it 
is still an effective tool for any 
business. Likewise for network- 
ing and cross-promoting. He and 
the chamber also want to make 
it easier for those with an entre- 
preneurial spirit to get started by 
leveraging services offered by 
the Service Corps of Retired Ex- 
ecutives. 

The local chapter of SCORE 
is affiliated with STCC and helps 
teach business basics to those 
who have a skill, product or idea, 
but lack the background to mon- 
etize it. Writing a business plan 
might seem prohibitive to many 
would-be business owners, but 
just about everyone needs one to 


secure a loan or grant. 

“They help businesses or entrepreneurs 
write a business plan, or maybe it’s knowl- 
edge of bookkeeping that’s needed or mar- 
keting,” Surprise said. 

“T’ve seen a lot of businesses come and 
go because they didn’t know what they were 
doing. They just decided all of a sudden, ‘I 
would like to start a business.’ There’s more 
to it than that and SCORE helps entrepre- 
neurs learn how to run a business.” 

The chamber wants to work with mu- 
nicipalities on long-term planning and 
growth strategies. For instance, creating a 
cultural district could mean eligibility for 
targeted public and private funding while 
nurturing a tourism base that benefits exist- 
ing businesses. 

“Another thing we talked about is 
training for the certified associate in project 
management exam and being able to help 
people pass that exam because that benefits 
large and small businesses alike,’ Surprise 
said. 

“And the same thing with marketing. 
We’d love to have training on Facebook, In- 
stagram, Google ads, things like that.” 

Buteua, the QHCC president, said with 
Surprise only about a month into the job, 
she’s already impressed. 

“Andrew is committed to personally 
getting to know our members and what their 
needs are,” she said. 

“He is looking forward to sharing his 
extensive knowledge and experience with 
them by providing them help, direction, and 
connections to get back on their feet or en- 
hance their success.” 
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Tantasqua senior 
follows passion 
to career path 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


WALES — Similar to her classmates, Tanta- 
squa Regional High senior Mary Godek has had to 
navigate through her final year as a high schooler 
under circumstances much different than most of 
her predecessors knew. 

The Class of 2020 missed out on a tradition- 
al gradua- 
tion, but they 
were most 
of the way 
through their 
senior year 
before the 
COVID-19 
pandemic 
turned life 
upside down. 
The Class of 
2021 had to 
live with it 
from day one. 

Gobek, 
who lives in 
Wales, said 
her senior 
has been dif- 
ferent and a 
little difficult 
due to Tanta- 
squa running 
through a hy- 
brid model 
most of the 
year which 
has many students in-person for one week and re- 
mote the next. 

Some students have been allowed to take 
in-person classes every day and others were al- 
lowed to remain in remote learning, if requested. 

“It’s definitely difficult to learn online,’ said 
Gobek. “I prefer to learn in-person. It’s hard to 
grasp certain concepts, but all of our teachers and 
administrators have been doing such an amazing 
job trying to keep everything feel as normal as pos- 
sible.” 

As for extracurricular activities, Gobek said 
her responsibilities as student council president 
have been difficult because when she can only 
conduct virtual meetings. That has dampened the 
enthusiasm of some of her peers have for activities 
like music and sports, she said. 

“You can just tell that there’s sort of like a 
dwindle in activity because of COVID,’ Gobek 
said. 

“It’s definitely challenging, but I’m really 
thankful for the environment that we have, because 
they’ve been doing an awesome job.” 

Gobek also expressed gratitude for Tantasqua 
High’s guidance counselors, who still meet with 
students regularly and virtually. 

“They’re also always open to talk to every- 
one,’ Gobek said. 

“Every senior has like a senior meeting for 
college because your school counselor has to give 
you a recommendation letter, so they met with us 
back in like October and since then they’ve been 
meeting with us to check in to see where we are.” 

As graduation gets closer, Gobek said she is 
looking forward to going to college and pursuing 
her dream of becoming a speech language patholo- 
gist and studying special education. 

Because she enjoys working with children 
and has an interest in speech language patholo- 
gy, Gobek sees herself working either as a private 
practitioner or with education institution. 

So far, Gobek has been accepted to Merrimack 
University and Sacred Heart University and said 
she is ready to close this chapter of her life and 
begin the next one. 

“T’m looking forward to having a normal col- 
lege experience and meeting new people, making 
new friends and become a better version of myself 
and figure our who I want to be and who I want to 
help,’ Gobek said. 

“My main thing is helping people. I think 
that’s sort of why I want to become a speech lan- 
guage pathologist because I’ve seen the positive 
impact and I really want to be that someone for 
someone else.” 
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Courtesy Photo 
Tantasqua Regional High senior 
and Wales resident Mary Gobek is 
planning on a career as a speech 
language pathologist. 
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Reilly joins IT team 


Centrend, a 
Worcester-based IT 
consulting firm, re- 
cently added college 
student John Reilly 
of Brimfield to its 
team of consultants. 

Reilly will 
work as a technol- 
ogy consultant for j= a 
Centrend clients — John Reilly 
and as tech support 
for Whiz Kid Support, Centrend’s di- 
vision for consumers and home-based 
businesses. 

“With the pandemic, computer us- 
age has increased for both home and 
work. Inevitably, that’s led to an in- 
crease in computer issues for both home 
and businesses. We are grateful to have 
John onboard to help with the additional 
workload,’ said Paul LaFlamme, owner 
of both Centrend and Whiz Kid Support. 

Reilly holds a degree in IT Securi- 
ty from Springfield Tech. He’s currently 
enrolled at Western New England Uni- 
versity and working on a bachelor’s de- 
gree, also in IT security. 

“Tm really excited about this op- 
portunity to come in and work with Paul 
and the rest of the Centrend team,” Reil- 
ly said. 

“T’m looking forward to learning 
and growing with the company.” 

For more information on Centrend, 
visit centrend.com. 





Becker College 


Becker College named the follow- 
ing students the Dean’s List for the fall 
2020 semester: Julian Vaill of Palmer, 
who is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in 
Interactive Media Design, Game Devel- 
opment and Programming; and Clayton 
Courtemanche of Monson, who is pur- 
suing a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration, Sports Management. 

The Dean’s List recognizes all full- 
time students (24 or more credit hours 
earned for the academic year; 12 mini- 
mum each semester (September through 
May) whose term grade point average 
is 3.50 or higher with no grade below a 
B- and no incomplete (1) or withdrawal/ 
failing (WF) grades. 


Bryant University 


Bryant University recognized the 
following students who have been named 
to the Deans’ List for the fall 2020 se- 
mester: 

Lauren Medeiros, class of 2022, 
from Monson and Alyssa Slade, class of 
2022, from Brimfield. 


Husson University 


Husson University in Bangor, 
Maine, announced that Nickolas B. 
Shea of Brimfield and Jacob Daniel 
Braz of Monson made the Dean’s List 
for the Fall 2020 semester. 

Shea is a junior who is currently en- 
rolled in Husson’s Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting/Master of Business Ad- 
ministration (MBA) program. 

Braz is a senior who 1s currently en- 
rolled in Husson’s Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice/Master of Science 
in Criminal Justice Administration pro- 
gram. 

Students who make the Dean’s List 
must carry at least 12 graded credit hours 
during the semester and earn a grade- 
point average of 3.60 to 3.79 during the 
period. 


Holy Cross 


Among the students named to Col- 
lege of the Holy Cross’ Dean’s List 
for outstanding academic achievement 
during the fall semester of the 2020-’21 
academic year are Matthew Sexton of 
Wales, a member of the Class of 2022, 
majoring in Economics, and Delaney 
Walch of Palmer, a member of the Class 
of 2024 with an undeclared major. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu- 
dents must pass four or more letter-grad- 
ed courses with no failing grades during 
the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher. 


University of Hartford 


The University of Hartford is 
pleased to announce the following stu- 
dents have been named to the Dean’s 
List for fall 2020: Andrew Briere of 
Holland, Emily Kievra of Holland, and 
Cameron Kratovil of Monson. 





St. Cecilia scholarship available 


St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club 
announces scholarship applications are 
now available for 2021 high school se- 
niors. To be eligible a student must be 
a graduating high school senior and a 
member of St. Cecilia Parish. Selection 
factors include academic achievement, 
character, leadership and financial need. 
Applications can be picked up in the 
guidance offices at Minnechaug Region- 
al High School, Ludlow High School, 
St. Cecilia Parish office or download the 


application from the St. Cecilia Church 
website at: saintceciliawilbraham.org. 

Two $1,000 scholarships will be 
awarded in May and will be granted di- 
rectly to the students to help defray the 
cost of tuition, books, fees, or supplies. 
The application deadline is April 5. Mail 
to: St. Cecilia Women’s Club, St. Cecil- 
ia Parish, 42 Main St., Wilbraham, MA 
01095. If you have questions please con- 
tact Sue Agnew, 596-9480. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley.com. 
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Penne, Meatballs & Sausage 


Italian Salad, Warm Bread 
TUESDAY - $25 
Chicken Tenders & Fries 
Coleslaw, Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


WEDNESDAY - $28 


Chicken Parmesan Over Penne 


Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


THURSDAY - $28 
Country Fried Chicken 


Brian’s Home Made Mac ‘N Cheese 


Salad, Warm Bread 


FP .. 
NINES to 


“Exactly what a Main Street Tavern should be” 
218 Main Street, Monson 


www.218mainstreettavern.com 


TAVERN 


413-893-9078 uf 


Fish Fry Every Friday Evening 
February 19th - April 2nd, 5-7pm 
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County 


retirement board 


suspected of malfeasance, 
mismanaging funds 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — A state audit released 
on Feb. 16 revealed that the Hampden 
County Regional Board of Retirement 
has mismanaged funds and committed 
probable malfeasance. 

Several town administrators held a 
conference call on Monday to discuss 
the findings and figure out a plan of 
action, including administrators from 
Wilbraham, Hampden, Longmeadow 
and East Longmeadow. The county 
communities are now demanding ex- 
planations and accountability. 

“Years of mismanagement by the 
Hampden County Retirement Board 
has resulted in it having one of the 
highest unfunded liabilities of any re- 
tirement system in the state,” said Don- 
ald Davenport, Chair of the Hampden 
Board of Selectmen, on Feb. 22. 

In a meeting that same night, Wil- 
braham Board of Selectmen Chair Bob 
Russell called the audit report findings 
“very disturbing.” 

Of the 105 state governmental 
retirement systems operating in the 
Commonwealth, Hampden County’s 
has the ninth most unfunded liability. 
As aresult, the 35 communities affili- 
ated with the county retirement board 
must pay at least an 8% more on each 
assessment until 2036. 

“For Hampden, this year, our as- 
sessment increased from $603,000 to 
$706,000; a $103,000 increase,” said 
Davenport. 

“(The annual 8%) is a significant 
increase, and so there should be and 
ought to be a meeting and explanation 
about this,” said Wilbraham Town Ad- 
ministrator Nick Breault. 

The audit, which looked at the 
board’s operations from January 2014 
to December 2017, exposed a pattern 
of mismanagement, malfeasance, 
waste, abuse, possible fraud, viola- 
tion of state ethic laws and conflicts 
of interest committed by the county’s 
retirement board. 

According to the report, approxi- 
mately $234,000 of taxpayer and state 
employee contributions were spent on 
119 false invoices for services never 
provided. The retirement board con- 
tinuously approved the expenses with- 
out contracts for services or documen- 
tation to monitor the performance of 
vendors. 

“By the invoices that contain ref- 
erence to track or order numbers, these 
numbers were fictitious, as were most 
references to company websites,’ 
said Davenport. “I’ve held a number 
of public positions, and false invoic- 
es are generally a red flag to indicate 
misappropriation of funds or embez- 
Zlement.” 

And the county retirement board 
violated procedure by making multi- 
ple attorneys members of the system, 
paying them $179,266 in legal fees 
and $448,210 in premiums. 

“The significance there is that our 
employees pay 50% of their premium, 
and we pay 50%. They were paying 
90% of the premiums for their law- 
yers,’ said Davenport, noting that they 
spent taxpayers’ dollars. 

The report also discussed issues 
with the board’s travel and appropriate 
expenses related to travel, along with 
board expense documentation, Breault 
said. 

Three county retirement board 
members violated state ethics and 
conflict of interests laws by spending 
$10,936 on travel, lodging, recreation 
and entertainment while attending 
conferences. Chairperson Richard 
Theroux submitted $1,825 for non-ho- 
tel lodging expenses while attending a 
conference in Cape Cod. 

Two of the four receipts submit- 
ted by Theroux specified nonexistent 
properties in 

close prox- 
imity to his 
Cape Cod 
condomini- 
um. The 
other two 
receipts list- 
ed a rental 
company 
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area in question. 

Auditors reported various discrep- 
ancies with the signatures on lodging 
documents provided. 

Additionally, three county retire- 
ment board members received social 
security, paying a total of $4,842; in 
the state of Massachusetts, public em- 
ployees are not eligible for social se- 
curity. 

Auditors noted that monthly bank 
statements do not agree with the gener- 
al ledger by approximately $5-13,400. 
Theroux was also given a raise without 
documentation. 

Over the course of the audit, the 
county retirement board paid approx- 
imately $80,000 on bank fees while 
other retirement boards pay no fees, 
said Davenport. 

Additionally, documents contain- 
ing overtime payment information 
only lists staff names and salaries with 
no indication of hours worked or hour- 
ly wages. 

Following the Monday morning 
call with area town administrators, 
Breault and Hampden Town Adminis- 
trator Bob Markel said they’re in the 
process of organizing a special meet- 
ing with the county retirement board 
to “ask for answers and probably de- 
mand very fundamental change, not 
only in the way the board operates but 
also in personnel,” Markel said. 

“We intend as a group to reach out 
to all the entities that are part of this 
(system) and make sure if they haven’t 
received the report... which we be- 
lieve they have, that they know about 
it,’ Breault said. 

Markel observed similar misman- 
agement by the Essex Regional Retire- 
ment Board in 2010 during his tenure 
as Ipswich’s town manager; Markel 
was considered critical to the reform 
of the Essex board before leaving Ips- 
wich in 2011, but considers the current 
dilemma to be the worst he’s seen. 

“This 1s worse than Essex County 
was,” said Markel. “It’s inconceivable 
that you could have such mismanage- 
ment of funds. These are the funds that 
taxpayers in all the towns contribute as 
well as the employees themselves.” 

Markel and other area officials 
have been in communication with the 
state’s Public Employee Retirement 
Administration Commission, which 
has referred the results of the audit to 
the appropriate authorities for legal 
action. 

“It seems to me that those appro- 
priate authorities would be the Attor- 
ney General as well as the State Ethics 
Commission,” said Markel. 

“We will see what happens on that 
side,’ said Wilbraham Town Counsel 
Tom Sullivan during the meeting in 
Wilbraham, referring to state authori- 
ties. 

Markel said that the employees of 
Hampden County, other than in cities 
that have their own retirement boards, 
are entitled to an explanation. 

“When we have to contribute as 
we do next year over $100,000 in new 
contributions to the county retirement 
board, that takes money that we could 
use for other purposes in Hampden,’ 
said Markel. 

Hampden Selectwoman Mary 
Ellen Glover applauded Markel for 
taking the lead and supports further in- 
vestigation by PERAC. She considers 
the meeting of different communities 
with the county retirement board to be 
a good first step. 

“It certainly seems like there’s 
malfeasance going on at the very least. 
It seems to me that it puts our people’s 
retirement in a very tenuous place. We 
don’t know what will happen. We have 
to be vigilant on this because we want 
to protect our employees,” said Glover. 

Hampden Selectman John Flynn 
said he’s also “had enough,’ adding 
that regional communities must now 
take a stand. 

“This is the worst increase I’ve 
seen percentage-wise in the years I’ve 
been here. It shows a callous disregard 
to the member communities to think 
that they can just ask for any bill and 
we're going to pay it. This can’t keep 
going on,” said Flynn. 


Dalton Zbierski can be reached at 
dzbierski@turley.com. Elise Linscott 
contributed reporting to this story. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley. 
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BASKETBALL 





Michael Ziemba hustles down the court for the Panthers. 





Nathan Oliveira looks around to make a pass. 





nearby. 


Ke’ Jour Gladden looks to shoot with pressure 


Palmer boys upend 





Ludiow basketball 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—\The Ludlow foot- 
ball team has won seven of the last 
eight meetings against the Palmer 
Panthers on Thanksgiving Day. The 
story has been a lot different on the 
hardwood between the two boys 
varsity basketball teams in recent 
years. 

The Panthers have won seven 
consecutive games versus the Li- 
ons, including a 61-49 victory at 
Mullins Gymnasium, last Tuesday 
night, Feb. 16. 

“Things didn’t go our way in 
tonight’s game,’ said Ludlow first- 
year varsity coach C.W. Zimmer. 
“You just have to give Palmer a lot 
of credit. They handled everything 
that we threw at them.” 

Zimmer had coached the Lions 
junior varsity team during the past 
couple years. 

Both of the Lions (2-6) wins 
so far this season came against the 
Hampden Charter School by 29 and 
27 points, respectively. 

“It has been a little bit disap- 
pointing season for us,’ Zimmer 
added. “We do have a lot of guys 
who are still learning how to play 
basketball at the varsity level.” 

The Panthers, who had the 
start of their basketball season de- 
layed by two months due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, are sched- 


uled to play a total of eight games 
in a span of twelve days. 

“This was the first game of 
our season and we didn’t play any 
scrimmages, so we were a little bit 
jittery early on,’ said Palmer head 
coach Ryan Minns. “We did battle 
back and played very well defen- 
sively. I’m glad that my players will 
have the opportunity to play a few 
games this season, especially the 
seniors.” 

Minns returned as the Panthers 
varsity coach after a three-year hia- 
tus. He stepped down as the varsity 
coach following the 2016-17 sea- 
son, which ended with a trip to the 
Division 3 state finals at the Mass- 
Mutual Center in Springfield. One 
of Palmer’s 23 victories that season 
was at home versus Ludlow by 21 
points. The Panthers also won the 
next five games in the series without 
very much trouble. 

The four seniors listed on the 
Panthers varsity roster are Nate Ol- 
iveira, James Mango, Hermino Me- 
dina, and Jacob Mastalerz. 

Mastalerz and junior Jack Len- 
tendre, who was the starting quar- 
terback for the Panthers football 
team in 2019, are the only returning 
varsity basketball players. Lenten- 
dre scored 13 of his team-high 22 
points during the second half in the 
only meeting this winter against 
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Chance Lee rushes down the court. 





HIGH SCHOOL 


High school football set 
to start next week 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — While the vaccina- 
tion effort is ongoing, there is still a 
need to make modifications to high 
school sports and football will be no 
different. 

High school football games are 
finally set to commence next month 
and those that are able to watch 
games will not see a major differ- 
ence in how the games are played 
other than what happens behind the 
scenes and on the sidelines. 

Like all sports currently, foot- 
ball players will be required to wear 
face coverings. In the last couple 
of months, variants of COVID-19 
coming from the United Kingdom 
and South Africa have resulted in 
a more contagious mutations of 
the virus. As a result, people have 
been advised to wear multiple or 
multi-layer face coverings now. The 
MIAA is not allowing gaiter face 
coverings, but are not currently re- 
quiring the multi-layer coverings. 
Football players wear full helmets 
with some also wearing splash 
guards. The guards are being en- 
couraged as they provide an addi- 
tional layer of protection. 

Larger teams like Longmead- 


ow, Central, and Holyoke will have 
limits to the number of players they 
can bring to the sideline. A maxi- 
mum of just 45 players will be al- 
lowed to dress for games and be on 
the sidelines. 

In many high school games, 
players are injured and unable to 
play, often wear their jerseys to 
the field and are on the sidelines to 
cheer on teammates. Those players 
will not be allowed in the Fall 2 sea- 
son in order to limit the number of 
people on the sidelines of games. 
Only 45 players and a maximum 
of six coaches will be allowed on 
the sidelines along with other game 
personnel, like officials, the chain 
gang, and athletic trainers. 

The 45 players on the sideline 
will be required to have face cover- 
ings at all time and must be socially 
distant from one another. 

The coin toss, which usually 
features multiple captains going to 
midfield, will only feature one play- 
er from coach team and the referee. 

During games, when the action 
gets intense, players and coaches 
will often crowd the sideline. This 
will not be allowed and will be 
strictly enforced. Referees are being 
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Tom Morris racing is back this season. 


Outlaw open entry lists loading 
up for Icebreaker, Thompson 300 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park oval is shaping up as the place 
to watch the biggest stars of Tour- 
Type Modified Racing in 2021. 
Entry lists for both the Icebreaker 
125 on April 10/11 and the return 
of the Thompson 300 on October 
9/10 are already loaded with local, 
regional, and even national open- 
wheel racing headliners. 

As the first and last events of 
the season at the historic Connecti- 
cut track, both the Icebreaker and 
the Thompson 300 are expected to 
be the year’s two greatest shows. 
The early entries back up these 
expectations with a mix of touring 


series champions, track champi- 
ons, and big-time winners in the 
Modified ranks. With so many top 
drivers ready for action, the buzz 
that has surrounded the events for 
months will only get louder. 
Leading the roll call is six- 
time NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour champion Doug Coby of 
Milford, CT. The modern Mod- 
ified legend has filed entries for 
both the $10,000-to-win Ice- 
breaker 125 and the $20,000-to- 
win Thompson 300. Coby will 
compete at the Icebreaker in the 
#20CT Modified Rick Czarnecki. 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 
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Stephanie Koslik makes an off-balance shot. 


Pioneers drop pair to 


Wolves 


SPRINGFIELD —-— When 
the Pathfinder High School girls 
basketball team was finally able 
to take the court, they definitely 
showed signs of rust. The girls 
struggled in a pair of games 
Feb. 12 and 16 against Hampden 
Charter, losing 44-25 and 44-19. 
The Pioneers struggled to move 
the ball around the court and 
could not find its shooting. Path- 
finder still has a pair of games 
against Ludlow before ending its 
shortened season. 





Allyson Dube extends on a shot. 
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Allyson Dube tries to dribble toward 
the sideline. 
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Stephanie Koslik gets a shot off 
ahead of coverage. 





HALL OF FAME 


Nominees for volleyball 
hall announced 


HOLYOKE -— The list of 25 
nominees for the International Vol- 
leyball Hall of Fame 2021 Induction 
has been announced and the Fan 
Vote presented by Mizuno is now 
officially open through Feb. 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as 
many nominees as they feel are 
deserving of Induction. The top 
5 nominees selected by the public 
will comprise a “fans’ ballot” that 
will be tallied along with the offi- 
cial selection committee ballots to 
pick the Class of 2021 inductees. 
“These 25 nominees represent 11 
different countries and some of the 
biggest names in volleyball from 
the past two decades and beyond.” 
said George Mulry, Executive Di- 
rector of the International Volley- 
ball Hall of Fame. “Having to skip 
the 2020 class of Inductees because 
of COVID has created a bit of a 


backlog that’s resulted in perhaps 
the strongest list of nominees top to 
bottom we’ve ever had. I think it’s 
going to be really hard for people 
to narrow down their Fan Vote se- 
lections but it will also make this 
year’s Induction that much more 
special for the selected class.” 
The new class of Inductees will be 
announced in March and the 2021 
Induction Celebration is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be 
live streamed for anyone that can- 
not travel to Holyoke. Induction 
Celebration tickets will go on sale 
when the new class is announced. 
The nominees are: Taismary 
Aguero, Dr. Rolf Andresen, Manue- 
la Benelli, Gianfranco Briani, Julius 
Brink and Jonas Reckermann, Dr. 
Gabriel Cherebetiu, Sergio Dutra 
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MIAA official recognized for leadership by NFHS 


FRANKLIN — The National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS) selected 
eight leaders in state high school 
associations to receive an NFHS 
Citation. This award honors in- 
dividuals who have made contri- 
butions to the NFHS, state high 
school associations, athletic di- 
rector and coaching professions, 
the officiating avocation and fine 
arts/performing arts programs. 
The NFHS Citation is one of the 
most prestigious achievements 
in high school athletics and per- 
forming arts. 

The Massachusetts _ Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) is extremely proud to 
announce the NFHS 2021 Sec- 


tion | Citation recipient: 

Sherry Bryant, associate ex- 
ecutive director of the MIAA. 

During her 30-year career 
at the Associations, Bryant has 
served as Financial Controller, 
Director of Human Resources, 
Technology Advancement Lead- 
er, and Liaison to a number of 
sport Committees including, 
Field Hockey, Basketball, Gym- 
nastics, Skiing, Tennis, Softball, 
and co-liaison for Rugby. Bry- 
ant has also provided leader- 
ship through her service to the 
MIAA Tournament Management 
Committee, MIAA Blue Ribbon 
Committee on Gender Equity, the 
MIAA Covid-19 Task Force, and 
MIAA Women and Girls Lead- 


February 25, 2021 


ership initiatives. At the national 
level, she has served two terms 
on the NFHS Field Hockey Com- 
mittee most recently as chair, is 
a leader in the NFHS/USA Field 
Hockey Advocacy Group, and 
has been appointed to the NFHS 
Strategic Planning Committee. 
MIAA member, Field Hock- 
ey Committee Chair, Coach and 
retired Rockport High School 
Athletic Director Mary Ryan 
stated, “Sherry is hands-down 
the ultimate professional and so 
deserving of the NFHS Section | 
Citation. Her commitment, dedi- 
cation and tireless work ethic on 
the local, state and national levels 
on behalf of our student-athletes, 
athletic directors and coaches is 


beyond reproach. I have the ut- 
most respect and admiration for 
all that she does in the quest of 
Educational Athletics. I have 
been so fortunate to call her my 
colleague and friend.” 

According to MIAA Execu- 
tive Director Bill Gaine, “Sherry 
Bryant’s 30-year service to the 
MIAA membership as well as be- 
ing a key Senior Executive team- 
mate has been outstanding. I am 
very pleased her contributions to 
our NFHS Section 1 colleagues 
and NFHS Association have been 
recognized and will be celebrat- 
ed.” 





Semi-pro team continues to add talent 


WORCESTER — The Mas- 
sachusetts Pirates continue to 
bolster their depth chart at the 
wide receiver position. The orga- 
nization has announced the sign- 
ing of Alonzo Moore, who re- 
cently played in the AAF for the 
San Antonio Commanders and 
the XFL for the Seattle Dragons. 
Moore (671”, 196 Ibs) spoke 


with masspiratesfootball. 
com and believes he will fit 
in perfectly alongside other 
wide receivers on the Pirates. 
“T expect all of us to come in 
and compete. It’s good that 
the position is becoming more 
crowded. It allows for different 
skill sets with different players.” 
With the addition of Moore, Pi- 


rates president and general man- 
ager Jawad Yatim is happy with 
the way the Pirates offense is 
shaping up. 

“Moore has big play ability, 
great combination of size and 
speed, and is a kid who can take 
the top off the defense and open 
things up for us underneath and 
in the run game. He’s going to put 


pressure on defenses and we’re 
happy to have him. I’m looking 
forward to seeing our offense 
come together and get to work. I 
think we have a good unit here, 
now we have to begin building 
continuity and familiarity with 
the offense and one another and I 
know my coaches will lead these 
guys in the right direction.” 
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Athlete of the TOcek 


Jack Letendre 
Palmer High School 


etendre scored a game-high 22 
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| points In Palmer boys basketball's 
win over Ludlow on Feb. 16. 


To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelll at 413-283-8393 
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@ 
turley.com, 
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Hampshire 
association 
seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin Base- 
ball Umpire Association (HFBUA) is planning to 
conduct classes for the 2021 baseball season fol- 
lowing all recommended COVID-19 protocols in- 
cluding the possibility of on-line instruction. The 
association covers umpiring of scholastic baseball 
for all of Hampshire and Franklin county schools 
registered under MIAA and several other baseball 
leagues in the area. If you are interested in um- 
piring baseball or obtaining further information 
regarding the upcoming classes please contact 
Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HFBUA 
via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 
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Ludlow. He made a team-high 
seven field goals and eight free 
throws. 

“Jack was very aggressive 
attacking the basket in tonight’s 
game, which is exactly what we 
need him to do,’ Minns said. 
“We'll need to find a couple of 
other guys to help him out offen- 
sively.” 

Mastalerz, who’s another 
member of the Palmer football 
team, chipped in with 9 points 
and Mike Ziemba added 7 
points. The trio of senior Nate 
Oliveira, sophomore Ke’Jour 
Gladden, and sophomore Brady 
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1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor 
Palmer, MA 01069 





fi —— 
i 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 





Stahelski scored 6 points. 

Rounding out the scoring 
column for the visiting team 
were junior’s Chance Lee (3 
points) and Anthony Ukrainets 
(2 points). 

The Panthers made a total of 
19 free throws in last Tuesday’s 
contest. 

“T thought we attacked the 
offensive boards well and were 
fouled several times on_ put- 
back opportunities,” Minns add- 
ed. “We made the majority of 
our free throw attempts, which 
helped us hold onto the lead.” 

Senior Ethan Schwartz, 
who’s a second-year member of 
the Lions varsity team, led the 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 
its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


unique Is its 


Sign- 
available for 2021 
Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for the 
2021 Senior Softball Season. The Sil- 
ver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 
36 of the 112 spots and the Gold Di- 
vision (65-and-up) has filled 32 of the 
96 spots. The registrations are accepted 
on a first come first serve basis. All our 
games are played at the Fish & Game 
in Ludlow. For further information or 
to register go to http://www.western- 
massrelics.org. 
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way offensively for the home 
team. He scored 16 of his ca- 
reer-high and game-high 26 
points during the first half. 

“Ethan has been a_ very 
special player for us all season 
long,’ Zimmer said. “His best 
friend was Josh Hurst, so he’s 
dedicating this season to him.” 

Hurst, who would’ve been 
one of the seniors on this year’s 
varsity team, died unexpectedly 
in late November. 

Schwartz is a co-captain, 
along with senior Thomas 
Hitchcock, who’s a member of 
the Lions football team 

Senior Kyle Fontoura and 
sophomore Matt Mendez each 
scored 5 points, 
while junior 
Will Hall added 
4 points. Soph- 
omore Braeden 
Schwartz _ fin- 
ished with 3 
points. The trio 
of junior Antho- 
ny  Bourdeau, 
junior Nick 
Henry, and se- 
nior Jack Serafi- 
no rounded out 





classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills 
e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topftloorlearning.org 


Let TFL’s method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 


the Lions scor- 
ing column with 
2 points apiece. 

The Lions, 
who have been 
playing games 





Follow 


Turley Sports 
on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” 
ture samples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a weekly ba- 
sis. Please follow and share with your 
friends and loved ones. We will be fea- 
turing photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections in the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your local pa- 
per or picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 


We will regularly fea- 


since January 21, held an 11-3 
lead in the middle of the first 
quarter. Ethan Schwartz scored 
seven of those points. 

Palmer responded with a 
14-3 run of their own. A pair of 
made free throws by Oliveira 
gave the Panthers a 17-14 advan- 
tage with 41 second left in the 
Opening quarter. 

A coast-to-coast lay-up by 
Schwartz a minute into the sec- 
ond quarter gave the Lions the 
lead for the final time at 18-17. 

A put-back basket by 
Mastalerz following a missed 
3-pointer capped off a 12-4 
Palmer run making the score 29- 
22 with 1:10 remaining on the 
scoreboard clock. It was the Pan- 
thers largest lead of the first half. 

Schwartz would score the 
Lions next five points before OI- 
iveira buried a 3-pointer at the 
buzzer. 

The Panthers, who held a 
32-27 halftime lead, outscored 
the Lions, 12-7 during third 
quarter, pushing their lead into 
double digits. 

With less than a minute re- 
maining in the fourth quarter, an 
inside hoop by Stahelski gave 
Palmer a 59-45 lead. A pair of 
made free throws by Letendre 
built the lead to 61-47 with 17 
seconds remaining in the con- 
test. 


HELP WANTED 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 


businesses connect with their customers? 


Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 


If so, then join our team! 
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VOLUNTEER 
- TUTORS 
, NEEDED! 


TOP FLOOR 


LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 


Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer ¢ Email 
e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 








c) “like” us on 


facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 









AV it 







» Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 
candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


Turle yo 


Send resume and cover letter to: 


Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 





shea INC. 


Email: jamie@turley.com 








CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


More companies, 
“tes sopnzs endent More Choices, 
Ager BETTER RATES! 


VOLLEYBALL 1 from page / 


Santos, Giovane Gavio, Linda Hanley, 
Barbara Jelic-Ruzic, Pieter Joon, Sieg- 
fried Kohler, Peter Lange, Andre Meyer, 
Samuele Papi, Carmelo Pittera, Bernardo 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 





Rezende, Todd Rogers, Yumilka Ruiz, Ri- 
cardo Santos, Clay Stanley, Sergey Tetyu- 
hkhin, Logan Tom, Fernanda Venturini, 
and Elaine Youngs. 





FOOTBALL | from page 7 


instructed to assess penalties if warnings 
to be at least two yards away from the 
sideline are not adhered to. 

There will be more time to account 
for the need for players to have water 
breaks and catch their breath. Timeouts 
are extended to two minutes long. In- 
termissions between quarters will also 
be longer. Water breaks will also be in- 
stituted around the six-minute mark of 
each quarter, though referees can declare 
a water break around that time during a 
change of possession. 

A schedule for the football season 
has yet to be released, though it has al- 
ready been determined there will be no 


tournament. The same has applied to the 
fall and winter seasons. 

A few athletic directors have already 
said traditional Friday night football is 
unlikely to occur during the Fall 2 sea- 
son due to the colder temperatures. Right 
now, nighttime temperatures are consis- 
tently in the 30’s, unlike the normal fall 
season where it 1s still much warmer un- 
til November. 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday af- 
ternoon games are likely in order for 
players to be able to play some of the 
games in the sun and slightly warmer 
temperatures. The Fall 2 season will be 
continuing into April. 





RAGING 1 from page 7 


For the Thompson 300, he will be behind 
the wheel of his own Doug Coby Racing 
#10CT car that debuted in 2020. 

Coby is one of multiple drivers 
planning to do double-duty with the Ice- 
breaker and the NASCAR Modified Tour 
event at Virginia’s Martinsville Speed- 
way on April 8. Another is multi-time 
NASCAR Modified and Modified Rac- 
ing Series (MRS) winner Eric Goodale 
of Riverhead, NY. Goodale, who is cur- 
rently competing in the World Series of 
Asphalt Stock Car Racing at Florida’s 
New Smyrna Speedway, is looking for- 
ward to keeping the Thompson Modified 
tradition alive. 

“T love racing at Thompson,” 
Goodale said. “It’s one of my favorite 
tracks. I’m excited to do it. The thought 
to go into a Modified season and not have 
a Modified race at Thompson would be 
a bit disturbing. This is the stuff I grew 
up on, and I’m finally getting to live it 
everyday. [ll be leaving Martinsville, 
heading home, switching the car over 
and heading right to Thompson for a 
double-header weekend.” 

Several other notable names have 
already joined Coby in committing early 
to both the Icebreaker 125 and Thomp- 
son 300. Multi-time Thompson Speed- 
way champion and former NASCAR 
Weekly Racing Series national cham- 
pion Keith Rocco of Berlin, CT will be 
gunning for the two five-figure first priz- 
es in his familiar #57CT. So will former 
Modified Racing Series (MRS) and In- 
ternational Supermodified Association 
(ISMA) champion Jonathan McKennedy 
of Chelmsford, MA. Others who beat the 
crowd with their entries include 2011 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour cham- 
pion Ron Silk, two-time MRS champion 
Chris Pasteryak, and recent MRS winner 
Ronnie Williams. 

The Icebreaker entry list alone, 
meanwhile, is nearing two dozen names 
with two months still to go before the 
event. One driver that everyone will have 
their eyes on is Franklin, MA’s Bobby 
Santos III. Santos has become the dean 
of big-money open-wheel events in re- 
cent years, winning everything from the 
Musket 250 at New Hampshire Motor 


Speedway to the Little 500 at Indiana’s 
Anderson Speedway. At the Icebreaker 
125, Santos will be in the cockpit of the 
#44MA Tinio Racing car he has piloted 
to 11 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
victories. 

Other high-profile names preparing 
for the Icebreaker 125 are MRS cham- 
pion Anthony Nocella, recent World Se- 
ries Modified Open winner Mike Chris- 
topher Jr., many-time Modified winner 
Richard Savary, and former Pro-4 Modi- 
fied standout Derek Robbie. While their 
Thompson plans remain to be seen be- 
yond the Icebreaker, a good start could 
certainly spur them to attend more of the 
planned big-money events. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the open- 
er of the new Thompson Outlaw Open 
Modified Series for 2021. The six-race 
series includes the annual Icebreaker, 
the Thompson 300 as part of the World 
Series of Speedway Racing, and four 
Wednesday night events held between 
June and September. The Wednesday 
events will pay a minimum of $5,000 
to win; meanwhile, the Icebreaker and 
Thompson 300 have guaranteed top priz- 
es of $10,000 and $20,000, respectively. 
All told, more than $250,000 in purse 
money will be posted at these six races. 

The Icebreaker 125 and Thompson 
300 entry forms, along with the rules 
for the Outlaw Open Modified Series, 
have been posted at www.acttour.com/ 
outlaw-open-modifieds(link is external). 
The early-entry deadlines are March 15 
for the Icebreaker 125 and April 15 for 
the Thompson 300. More information 
about the series will be released through- 
out the season. 

Thompson Speedway opens its 
82nd season with the 46th Icebreaker on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 11. 
The Icebreaker 125 is part of a nine-divi- 
sion that also includes all of Thompson’s 
local divisions plus the Pro All Stars Se- 
ries Super Late Models, NEMA Lites, 
and EXIT Realty Pro Truck Challenge. 

The full event schedule and ticket- 
ing info will be announced in the com- 
ing weeks. All local and state health and 
safety guidelines are in effect. 


DEATH 
NOTICES 


Elizabeth C. 
Pelletier, 46 
Died: Feb. 7, 2021 





February 25, 2021 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 


families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





OBITUARIES 





Elizabeth Pelletier, 46 


GILBERTVILLE — Eliza- 
beth Pelletier, 46, of Gilbertville, 
unexpectedly passed away on 
Feb; 7,202 1, 

She was born in Northamp- 
ton and grew up in Palmer, 
where she attended Palmer 
schools, graduating in 1992. 
Elizabeth was a waitress at sev- 
eral area restaurants for many 
years, most recently the Whistle 
Stop and Statz, and made a num- 
ber of friends among her regular 
customers. Elizabeth joined the 
Catholic Church in 1995. Most 
recently, she worshiped at St. 
Augustine Mission in Gilbert- 
ville. 

Liz is survived by her sons 
Grant and Mason Pelletier-Biggs 
of Gilbertville and Cameron Pel- 
letier of Palmer; Phillip Biggs 
of Gilbertville; her parents, Ed- 
ward Pelletier and his wife Hel- 
en of Worthington and Deborah 
Pelletier of Palmer; her sisters 


Susannah Pelletier of 
Reno, Nev., and Misty 
Bernier of Chicago; 
her grandfather Eu- 
gene Bernier of Silver 
City, N.M.; her cousin 
Crystal Burnham of 
Ariz.; Jim and Dawn 
Farquhar of East 
Longmeadow; Jackie 
Biggs of Ware, several 
other cousins, and many friends. 

Her sons’ interests were 
her greatest interest. She sup- 
ported Mason’s interest in the 
performing arts, making sure 
he had dance and guitar lessons, 
and that he was able to perform 
in plays at the Barre Players 
Theater. She encouraged his 
successful effort to go to the 
Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
School. Grant’s greatest inter- 
ests are the Boy Scouts, agricul- 
tural mechanics, and machine 
operations. He attends Smith Vo- 


cational Agricultural 
High School. Liz sup- 
ported his vocational 
education, activities, 
projects, camping 
trips, and his trip to 
Philmont Scout Ranch 
in New Mexico. She 
frequently traveled 
with Grant and Mason 
to visit relatives in Ar- 
izona and New Mexico. 

Liz loved animals of all 
kinds, and at present had three 
dogs and four cats. She also en- 
joyed growing flowers. Trips to 
Rhode Island beaches with the 
boys were frequent in the sum- 
mer. 

No services are currently 
planned. Varnum Funeral Home 
Inc., 43 East Main Street in West 
Brookfield is assisting her fami- 
ly with arrangements. An online 
guestbook is available at var- 
numfuneralhome.com. 





Staying safe in frigid weather; tips 
from an urgent care specialist 


SPRINGFIELD — It’s no sur- 
prise that winter in New England 
poses many hazards, not the least 
of which are health risks caused 
by frigid temperatures. The risk of 
exposure-related conditions is fur- 
ther increased this year as capacity 
limits due to the pandemic have left 
many people waiting outside or in 
their cars for admittance. 

“We’ve seen our fair share of 
frigid temps this winter, which rais- 
es the risks of exposure-related ill- 
nesses and injuries, especially in the 
very young, the elderly and those 
with other health conditions,” said 
Dr. Vincent Meoli, regional medical 
director of American Family Care, 
the largest provider of urgent care 
and accessible primary care in the 
Commonwealth. 

“With the current restrictions, 
anyone going out to a public place 
should assume they may have to 
spend extra time outdoors and dress 
accordingly. Even 10 minutes of 
exposure in freezing temperatures 
can be dangerous.” 

The key is to dress in several 
loose layers and cover as much ex- 


posed skin as possible. At a mini- 
mum, layers should include a thin 
base that can wick away moisture 
from the skin; an insulating middle 
layer such as a sweater, sweatshirt 
or down jacket; and a weatherproof 
outer layer that blocks the elements 
such as wind and water. 

“Body parts that are particular- 
ly susceptible to frostbite include 
the nose, ears, toes, cheeks, chin 
and fingers,’ Meoli said. 

“Take extra care to cover those 
areas with a hat, scarf, mittens, 
warm socks and water-resistant, 1n- 
sulated boots.” 

Meoli noted that it’s important 
that people recognize the signs of 
frostbite and hypothermia so they 
can take shelter or seek care if nec- 
essary. 

“Some people don’t know they 
have frostbite because the tissue ac- 
tually becomes numb,” Meoli said. 

“Red and painful skin is often 
the first sign, so take action if you 
experience either. More serious 
signs include white, gray or yel- 
lowish skin; numbness; or skin that 
feels very firm or waxy.” 


When it comes to signs of hy- 
pothermia in adults, Meoli said to 
look for shivering, confusion and 
memory loss, slurred speech, and 
drowsiness or exhaustion. Infants 
may present with bright red, cold 
skin and extremely low energy. 

“If you suspect frostbite or hy- 
pothermia, seek medical attention,” 
he said. 

“If the person’s temperature 
drops below 95 degrees, seek 1m- 
mediate medical attention. In cases 
of frostbite, do not try to warm the 
affected area with electric heating 
pads, blankets, hot water, massage 
or rubbing. This may cause per- 
manent tissue damage. If you have 
frostbite on toes or feet, avoid walk- 
ing on them.” 

The AFC staff offers conve- 
nient, walk-in care seven days a 
week for patients of all ages, in- 
cluding COVID-19 testing, flu 
shots, on-site x-rays, care for minor 
bone breaks and stitches for cuts 
and lacerations. Learn more at AF- 
CUrgentCareSpringfield.com. 





STCC Dental Hygiene Clinic to offer 
free treatment for 2 months 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield 
Technical Community College’s 
Dental Hygiene Clinic will offer 
free preventative treatment for 
children and adults in February 
and March. 

The clinic on the campus of 
STCC usually charges a nominal 
fee for services, but the college de- 
cided to waive fees for two months 
to help the community, many of 
whom are facing financial hardship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The clinic, which is open 
Monday through Friday, is now ac- 
cepting appointments starting at 8 
a.m. The clinic closes at 4 p.m. 

“The service at the clinic 
includes scaling and prophylax- 
is (teeth cleaning), any needed 
X-rays, fluoride treatments, as 


well as dental sealants for children 
which can run from $30 to $60 per 
tooth in the outside sector,’ said 
Meg Loadholt, the Dental Hygiene 
program coordinator. 

The clinic in Building 20, 


Paluch 


Room 238, offers compre- 
hensive oral health care 
provided by STCC dental 
hygiene students under the 
direction of licensed den- 
tal hygienists and dentists. 

“The STCC Depart- 


haluchsmemorials.com 


ment of Dental Hygiene continues 
to prove its long standing value as 
the region’s premier training center 
for dental team members in dental 
offices near and far,’ said Martin 
Wohl, DDS, chair of the Valley 
District Dental Society. “Providing 
their terrific expertise, especial- 
ly in the face of all our pandemic 
trials, highlights the responsibility 
the program and its students feel 
toward their stressed communities. 
I hope community members take 
full advantage of such a valuable 
resource for as long as it can be 
available. In addition, the training 
of every student will be greatly en- 
hanced.” 

The clinic adheres to strict 
safety guidelines during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The col- 
lege has temporarily suspended 
any aerosol generating procedures 
(namely, ultrasonic scalers and 
polishing teeth) from treatment 
options. In certain cases, under di- 
rection of a faculty member, such 


MEMORIALS 


treatment might be allowed us- 
ing devices that eliminate 93% of 
aerosols. 

The college has limited the 
number of people who can gather 
in the clinic and labs to allow for 
social distancing. 

Both students and faculty wear 
masks and face shields. All dental 
hygiene students, faculty and staff 
are scheduling appointments to be 
vaccinated. 

Anyone who enters Build- 
ing 20, where the clinic is locat- 
ed, must complete an attestation 
form and answer questions about 
any recent travel outside of Mas- 
sachusetts and if they have expe- 
rienced any symptoms related to 
COVID-19 or have been exposed 
to anyone experiencing symptoms. 
Staff also will check temperatures 
of people entering the building. 

To schedule an appointment, 
call (413) 755-4900. For more in- 
formation, visit stcc.edu/dental. 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


RAY HALUCH INC. 





1014 Center St ! Ludlow, MA 1! 583-6508 
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PALMER PD 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to six arrests or summons 
for arrests from Feb. 16-23. Those 
arrested will appear at the Palmer 
District Court and are innocent until 
proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Feb. 16 


Earl E. Robinson, 39, of 226 Rosewell 
St., Springfield, was arrested at 1:30 
a.m., on Church Street in Thorndike, 
on a charge operating under the influ- 
ence of liqour. 


Brenda A. Mayhew, 54, of 220 
Juniper Dr., Three Rivers, was. ar- 
rested at 1:48 p.m., on Main Street in 
Thorndike, on a charge of murder. 


Charles E. Kershaw, 53, of 1509 N. 
Main St., Palmer, was arrested at 7:23 
p.m., on North Main Street in Palmer, 
on four counts of arrest warrants. 


Thursday, Feb. 18 


Matthew Paul Joseph Lamb, 27, 
of 71 Mason St., Palmer, was arrested 


at 3:54 p.m., on Park Street in Palmer, 
for alleged shoplifting by asportation 
(third offense). 


Sunday, Feb. 21 


Antonio T. Manarite, 26, of 60 
Main St., Monson, was arrested at 
2:59 p.m., on High Street in Bonds- 
ville, for a warrant. 


MONSON PD 


The Monson Police Department 
responded to seven arrests or sum- 
mons for arrests from Feb. 14-20. 
Those arrested will appear at the 
Palmer District Court and are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Feb. 16 


Michael Joseph Kiefer, 60, of 7 
Reynolds Ave. Apt. 2R, Monson, was 
arrested at 10:54 p.m. on a probation 
watrant. 


Thursday, Feb. 18 


Brandon M. Cove, 33, of 8 Ash- 
ford Dr., Ashford, was arrested at 4:18 


a.m., on charges of a number plate 
violation; operating a motor vehicle 
with a license suspended; possession 
of a alcohol in a motor vehicle and a 
WMS warrant. 


Randall J. Lepore, 56, of 23 Roo- 
sevelt Ave., Springfield, was arrested 
at 11:33 p.m., on charges of receiv- 
ing stolen property less than $1,200; 
obstruction of justice and disorderly 
conduct. 


Friday, Feb. 19 


Christopher Edward Sokolowski, 
59, of 80 City View Rd., Springfield, 
was arrested at 11:50 p.m., on charges 
operating a motor vehicle with a re- 
voked registration; operating an unin- 
sured motor vehicle and possession of 
a Class B drug (Cocaine). 


Philip Joseph, Herbert, 60, of 
4231 High St., Thorndike, was ar- 
rested at 5:37 p.m., on charges of 
possession of large capacity firearm; 
intoxicated licensee carry of a fire- 
arm; improper storage of a firearm 
and owner failing to report firearm 
transfer. 





MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department re- 
sponded to 12 EMS calls and two fire 
calls Feb, 15-21. 


On Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 7:09 
p.m., the department responded to 
an electrical wire on fire on Palmer 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 7:42 p.m. 

On Friday, Feb. 19, at 3:35 p.m., 
the department responded to an acti- 
vate fire alarm on Palmer Road. The 
department returned to service at 3:59 


p.m. 
PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department re- 
sponded to four calls Feb. 17-23. 


On Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 5:41 
p.m., the department responded to a 
cooking fire confined to a container 
on Lariviere Avenue in Three Rivers. 
The department returned to service at 
6:32 p.m. 

On Friday, Feb. 19, at 9:27 a.m., 


the department responded to a lock 
out on Maple Street. The department 
returned to service at 9:41 a.m. 

On Friday, Feb. 19, at 6:58 p.m., 
the department responded to a vehicle 
accident with an injury on Thorndike 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 7:22 p.m. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 12:52 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting medical assistance 
on Maple Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 1:56 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Department 
responded to five calls Feb. 9-22. 


On Thursday, Feb. 11, at 6:48 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Palmer Street. 
The department returned to service at 
7:05 p.m. 

On Sunday, Feb. 14, at 1:52 p.m., 
the department responded to a call re- 
questing medical assistance on High 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 2:25 p.m. 


On Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 1:21 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Palmer Street. 
The department returned to service at 
1:32 p.m. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 17, 5:40 
p.m., the department responded to a 
call requesting mutual aid on Off Lar- 
iviere Avenue in Three Rivers for an 
alarm activation with smoke in the 
residence. The department returned to 
service at 6:21 p.m. 

On Friday, Feb. 19, at 6:06 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor 
vehicle accident with a fire showing. 
The department returned to service at 
7:55 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to one call Feb. 13- 
17. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 17, at 5:39 
p.m., the department responded to an 
oven fire on Off Lariviere Street. The 
department returned to service at 6:20 
p.m. 


Virtual abolitionism symposium 
hosted by WNEU Feb. 26-27 


SPRINGFIELD — _ Ending 
civil immigration detention and 
criminalization policy, history, and 
legal strategies will be the focus 
of discussion during Western New 
England University’s Law Review 
Symposium scheduled for 10 a.m.- 
1 p.m. Feb. 27-27. The virtual event 
is free and open to the public. 

The symposium will explore 
various arguments that challenge 
the systemic use of civil detention 
of migrants and asylum seekers 
entering the United States. This in- 
cludes critical examination of the 
history of immigration-related de- 
tention, the humanitarian crisis that 
has developed at the U.S./Mexican 
border in recent years, and discus- 
sion of legal strategies and policy 
initiatives to radically reimagine the 
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Trying to arrange in a respectful manner, an occasion that would include all 
whom might wish to attend while not risk leaving anyone out by invitation 


normative use of the civil immigra- 
tion detention system that incarcer- 
ates and detains more than 50,000 
immigrants daily and over 400,000 
yearly. 

David Hernandez, associate 
professor of Latina/o Studies at 
Mount Holyoke College and co-ed- 
itor of “Critical Ethnic Studies: A 
Reader” and César Cuauhtémoc 
Garcia Hernandez, professor of 
law at the University of Denver 
and author of “Crimmigration Law 
and Migrating to Prison: America’s 
Obsession with Locking Up Im- 
migrants” will be featured keynote 
speakers. 

Topics under consideration in- 
clude, but are not limited to, how the 
new abolitionism can address fami- 
ly separation caused by the previous 


The family/team at Statz Restaurant and Lounge, 
341 N Main St., North Brookfield MA, 
has generously offered to host and cater a Memorial Social in honor of 


ELIZABETH C. PELLETIER 


to be held on Monday March Ist from 3 to 7 p.m. 


and capacity restrictions; has been something of a challenge. 


So long as we maintain a fluid environment for the occasion, as some 
are arriving, others are departing or gathering and mingling inside and out, 
capacity should not be an issue. 

The event is intended to allow for all of you to come and share your 
comfort and grief with the family and maybe make new friends as well. Tell 


a story, offer a hug, wipe away a tear. 


Understanding the Covid-19 world we live in, mask wearing and social 
distancing should be employed, while we enjoy some light fare and hors 


d oeuvres provided by the establishment. 
Please share this message with all of those who knew Liz and come help us 
celebrate her life in a winter Covid-19 responsible manner. 
It is our hope that in the spring when warm weather is upon us, we can all gather outdoors 
for a celebration of life the way Liz would have it (tractors, veterans, motorcycles and of course 
Springsteen!), perhaps on her birthday May 2nd. 
A most gracious thank you to all of you that offered support in anyway; helping us through a 
minute, an hour, a day, will never be forgotten. Thank you and see you at Statz! 


administrations’s zero-tolerance 
and detention policies, exorbitant 
bond requirements ordered by the 
immigration courts, documented 
mistreatment of asylum seekers, in- 
cluding family separation, and de- 
tention conditions for migrants and 
asylum seekers made more difficult 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some observers, including 


journalists, have reported inhumane 


treatment of migrants, promoting a 
call to rethink immigrant detention 
and develop immigration policy that 
safeguards the dignity and rights of 
migrants. 

For a full list of panelists, 1n- 
cluding scholars, activists, and local 
practitioners and to register, visit 
wwwl.wne.edu/calendar/index. 
cfm. 






Cameron Pelletier, Grant Pelletier-Biggs, Mason Pelletier-Biggs, 
Susannah Zanna Pelletier, Deborah Pelletier and Edward Pelletier 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA "SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


Z2O21 


TAX. THN 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An. TRS 
Appointment | <3 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Pavece) a ateme eb a od ey otel wel aleve 


~ $l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer. MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 
S Sane , | DUSINIES 


Federal & All States 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
? ? ? y wr 25 yy "U 5 , . 
Independently owned and operated, Over 25 years experience. 


1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


IRS 
[he -tine 


| PROVIDER 


~ 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 


8610 
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588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


fie) Tol: 413-289-0058 
ED rex: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kiftchentabletaxes.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 
IRS Problems? 

Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ® Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DEADLINES: 


Ni 





4 *******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 
2**x*xke*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 









SS x es 4 
KLAR vA KRG 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 
IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten years 
experience, references upon request. 
Will clean households and offices. 
Please call (413)378-5032 and ask 
for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
support our. commun 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


SEWING 


ZIPPERS, REPAIRS, HEMS Spe- 
cial occasion alterations and more. 
Men’s women’s and children. Please 
call (413) 799-0046 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 


thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinc- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
@ 





Large Studio sized room for rent. Pri- 
vate home. Paring, utilities, small re- 
frigerator included. Walking distance 
to stores. Nicole (781) 315-2936 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open K/ 
DR/LR, 

Storage/Laundry in Basement. 2nd 
Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/Last/Se- 
curity $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 


for more information. 





or call: 413-283-8393 
CATEGORY: 


VALLEY 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 


MEDICAL 
(GROUP 


50 500 a, arr it illegal to advertise any preference, 
; Dering yeni Care limitation or discrimination based on 
0 Help You Live Better, Longer. race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 







Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Quabbin ———— >. 
Village Hills 


NEW BRAINTREE 








NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical 
Group, a multi-specialty group serving 
over 55,000 patients is currently hiring 
for a Family Practice RN, Family Prac- 
tice LPN, Family Practice Medical As- 
sistant, Gl Technician, Infection Con- 
trol RN and per diem Covid Vaccine 
RN for positions in our Amherst office! 
To view more details about our open- 


familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
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MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 
Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 


a ings and to apply online, please visit opportunity basis. To complain about 
$26.00 www.vmgma.com. Come Join discrimination call The Department of 
Suburban Our Team!! Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
—_————_- toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
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Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
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Health Aids. We have offices in 
Palmer, West Springfield & Stur- 
bridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 
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Public Notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General 
Law 105A, for the pur- 
pose of satisfying the liens 
of Apple Self Storage, in 
order to satisfy past due 
rents and other expens- 
es, the stored goods of the 
following named people, 
including household items 
will be sold at public lien 
sale at 10:00 AM on March 
12, 2021, on the premises 
of Apple Self Storage, 1207 
South Main Street, Palmer, 
Massachusetts : 


Donna Barnes 
204 Wales Road 
Monson, MA 01057 


Shelby Whalen 
Post Office Box 756 
Palmer, MA 01069 


James A. Perry 

106 Wachusett Road 

Springfield, MA 01118 
02/25, 03/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEBF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Amy B. Forkey and 
Jason A. Forkey to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgag- 
ee, acting solely as a nomi- 
nee for TD Banknorth, N.A., 
dated December 30, 2005 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 15610, Page 335 
(the “Mortgage’”’), as affect- 
ed by a Loan Modification 
dated February 17, 2013, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 19855, Page 
379, and further affected by 
a Loan Modification dated 
September 4, 2014, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20529, Page 
585 of which mortgage 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper is the pres- 
ent holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. to 
Chase Home Finance, LLC 
dated October 8, 2010 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 18501, Page 
387, and Assignment from 
Chase Home Finance, LLC 
to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper dated 
December 17, 2019 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 23018, Page 
312, for breach of conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged premis- 
es located at 7 Circle Drive, 
Monson, MA 01057 will 
be sold at a Public Auction 
at 12:00 PM on March 
11, 2021, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly 


described below, all and sin- 
gular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit: 

A certain parcel of land 
on the northeasterly side of 
Circle Drive, Monson, known 
and designated as Lot 30A on 
a plan entitled “Plan of Lots 
in Monson, Massachusetts, 
for Sherwood L. Young, 
Scale 1” = 80’, December, 
1975, Frank A. Meunier, Jr., 
Somers, Conn.” which plan is 
recorded in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds, Book of 
Plans 162, Page 121, more 
particularly bounded as fol- 
lows: 

Southwesterly by Circle 
Drive, one hundred eighty-six 
and 02/100 (186.02) feet; 

Northwesterly by Lot 
30, now or formerly of one 
Trombley, two hundred for- 
ty-one and 67/100 (241.67) 
feet; 

Easterly by land now or 
formerly of Russell Reed et 
ux and Allen Midyette et ux, 
two hundred forty and 00/100 
(240.00) feet; 

Southerly by Lot 30B, 
forty-eight and 96/100 
(48.96) feet, all as shown on 
said plan 

Subject to rights, ease- 
ments, and rights of way of 
record, if any. 

Subject to setback line 
and drainage easement as 
shown on plan recorded in 
Book 162, Page 121. 

Subject to easement in 
streets to Town of Monson 
dated April 8, 1974 and 
recorded as aforesaid in Book 
3999, Pages 170 and 171. 

Subject to an ease- 
ment to the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph and 
to Massachusetts Electric 
Company dated June 17, 
1975 and recorded as afore- 
said in Book 4171, Page 161. 

Subject to rights in street 
by Town of Monson dated 
May 20, 1976 and recorded 
as aforesaid in Book 4269, 
Page 86. 

May be subject to rights 
of way and spring rights 
referred to in deed dated May 
28, 1945 if in force and appli- 
cable. Said deed references 
a right of way to Central 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagors 
herein by deed of Darlene 
A. Cote dated December 30, 
2005 and recorded as afore- 
said herewith simultaneously. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 15610, Page 
i oe F 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 


over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of par- 
ties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the sale 
in order to qualify as a bid- 
der (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt 
from this requirement); 
high bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale upon 
acceptance of bid; balance 
of purchase price payable by 
certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s 
attorney, Korde & Associates, 
P.C., 900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 
01851 or such other time as 
may be designated by mort- 
gagee. The description for 
the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper 

Korde & Associates, P.C. 

900 Chelmsford Street 

Suite 3102 

Lowell, MA 01851 

(978) 256-1500 

Forkey, Amy B., 19-036148 
02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 


TOWN OF BRIMFIELD 
Public Informational 
Meeting for Gazebo Project 

The Brimfield Planning 
Board will be holding 
a Public Informational 
Meeting about the Town 
Common Gazebo Project. 

This meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, March 
3, 2021 in the Brimfield 
Town Hall (21 Main 
Street) at 7:15pm. 

Anyone interest- 
ed in more information 
can contact the Brimfield 
Planning Board or Board of 
Selectmen at 413-245-4100. 
02/25/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General 
Law 105A, for the pur- 
pose of satisfying the liens 
of LaBonte Self Storage, 
in order to satisfy past due 
rents and other expenses, the 
stored goods of the follow- 
ing named people, includ- 
ing household items will 
be sold at public len sale 
at 9:00 AM on March 12, 
2021, on the premises of 
LaBonte Self Storage, 250 
Wilbraham Street, Palmer, 


Massachusetts: 


Diane E. Van Hook 
22 Grove Street 
Apartment 2 
Vernon, Connecticut 
06066 


Kristy M. Giordano 
Post Office Box 746 
Palmer, Massachusetts 
01069 


Michael A. Gouvin 
1564 North Main Street 
Palmer, Massachusetts 
01069 


Jessica M. Ventura 

144 Breckenridge Street 
Palmer, Massachusetts 
01069 


Tanya Cunningham 
Post Office Box 112 
Ware, Massachusetts 
01082 

02/25, 03/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold 
a public meeting on 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 
at 7:15PM REMOTELY. 
Under consideration is a 
Request for a Determination 
of Applicability to deter- 
mine if the work associated 
with a 100’ tall monopole 
style wireless communica- 
tions tower at a parcel on 
Lakeside Dr. Monson, MA, 
Map 052, Parcel 024, owned 
by Peter D Martins & Lori 
S Martins, is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act. 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/93461517169?pwd=SU- 
JwR3IZbDHAyZzdGTOZQe- 
FIlwWRXVTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Submitted by: 

Monson 

Conservation Commission 

02/25/2021 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
PATHFINDER 
REGIONAL 
VOCATIONAL 
TECHINICAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
PROPOSED BUDGET 
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 
2021-2022 

The Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical School 
District will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 10, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m., on the topic of the 
Budget for the School Year 
2021-2022, pursuant to 
the provisions of Chapter 


71, Section 38N of the 
Massachusetts General Laws. 

The meeting will take 
place in a hybrid format. 
In-person will be by invita- 
tion only. Public will be via 
Zoom. The meeting ID:930 
8931 3562 - Passcode: 
939286 

REFERENCE: 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association web- 
site: masspublicnotices.org 
02/25/2021 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT 
Docket No. 21 SM 000184 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: Michael J. Pecore, 
Renee M. Pecore a/k/a Rene 
M. Pecore 

and to all persons enti- 
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 
§3901 (et seq): 

DLJ Mortgage Capital, 
Inc. 

claiming to have an inter- 
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Brimfield, 
numbered 3 Knollwood 
Road, given by Michael J. 
Pecore and Renee M. Pecore 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, act- 
ing solely as a nominee 
for First Magnus Financial 
Corporation, dated March 
24, 2004, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14044, 
Page 558, and now held 
by the Plaintiff by assign- 
ment, has/have filed 
with this court a com- 
plaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or 
recently have been, in the 
active military service 
of the United States of 
America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned proper- 
ty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
4/5/2021 or you may lose 
the opportunity to chal- 
lenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance 
with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of this 
Court on 2/16/2021 

Attest: 

Deborah J. Patterson, 
Recorder 
02/25/2021 


TOWN OF HOLLAND 
Public Hearing 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
at 5:00 PM 
FY 2019 CDBG 
Performance Hearing 

The town of Holland, 
in association with the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, will con- 
duct a performance hear- 
ing regarding the town’s 
ongoing FY19 Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program. The hearing will 
be conducted virtually at 
5:00pm on Tuesday, March 
16th, 2021. Please visit 
https://global.gotomeeting. 
com/join/524171077 or call 
+1 (312) 757-3121 to join 
meeting. (Meeting ID: 524- 
171-077, Accesscode: 524- 
171-077) 

The town of Holland, 
serving as the lead com- 
munity of the regional 
(Holland, Brimfield, Wales) 
FY 2019 Community 
Development Block Grant 
program, will be conduct- 
ing a performance hearing. 
The hearing will review the 
projects funded through 
the program including a 
regional housing rehabili- 
tation assistance program, 
Brimfield Senior Center 
planning study, and region- 
al food pantry and domestic 
violence social service pro- 
grams. 

This program is funded 
through the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development and the 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development, 
Massachusetts CDBG pro- 
gram. 

All persons with ques- 
tions or comments regard- 
ing the performance hearing 
will have an opportunity to 
submit comments up until 
and through the public hear- 
ing. Please submit com- 
ments to John O’Leary at 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission @ joleary@ 
pvpc.org or 413-781-6045. 
02/25/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 49, 
Section 15-C, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
at 7:00 pm virtually via 
Zoom. 
The meeting ID: 
998 6672 1142 
Passcode: 522343 
Dial by telephone: 
1 646 558 8656 
The applicant, Prime 
Distribution Services, LLC, 
namely Sherwood Lumber, 


is seeking a Special Permit 
and Site Plan Approval as 
required by sections 171.69 
— Water Supply Protection 
District and 171.29 — Site 
Plan Review, for the con- 
struction of a new metal 
storage building with a 
paved loading/unloading 
area as well as a Stormwater 
management system at the 
property located at 29 Third 
St, Bondsville MA. This 
parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 28 Lot 31. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department web- 
site at www.townofpalm- 
er.com/planning or at the 
Planning Department office 
at Town Hall by appoint- 
ment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 413- 
283-2605 or appear at the 
time and place designated 
above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
02/25, 03/04/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
at 7:30 PM virtually via 
Zoom. 

The meeting ID: 

998 6672 1142 
Passcode: 522343 
Dial by telephone: 
1 646 558 8656 
The applicant, Silver 
Therapeutics, INC is seek- 
ing an amendment to 
Special Permit #SP19-04 to 
transfer all rights and obli- 
gations from New England 
Recreation & Health, LLC, 
to Silver Therapeutics, 
INC as required by sec- 
tions 171-124 G. (2) of the 
Marijuana Establishments 
and Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries Zoning 
Ordinance, for the oper- 
ation of a retail marijuana 
establishment at the property 
located at 1235 Thorndike 
Street, Palmer, MA. This 
parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 73, Lot 58. 
A copy of the applica- 

tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department web- 
site at www.townofpalm- 
er.com/planning or at the 
Planning Department office 
at Town Hall by appoint- 


ment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 413- 
283-2605 or appear at the 
time and place designated 
above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec 
Chairman 
02/25, 03/04/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0165EA 
Estate of: 
Catherine L. Welsh 
Date of Death: 11/08/2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons inter- 
ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner Deborah Britten 
of Chicopee, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Deborah Britten of 
Chicopee, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve with- 
out surety on the bond. The 
estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code with- 
out supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter- 
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 

02/25/2021 





Community Foundation awards $1.3 million in grants 


Grants target organizations 
supporting individuals and 
families impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 


SPRINGFIELD — The Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts (CFWM) 
has awarded $1.3 million in new grants to 
support local programs providing eviction 
prevention, mental health and food insecurity 
assistance to those impacted by COVID-19. 
The grants are from the COVID-19 Response 
Fund for the Pioneer Valley, which to date 
has awarded $10.2 million to 182 organiza- 
tions in Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin 
counties. 

More than 700 donors, including indi- 
viduals, foundations, businesses and $4.4 
million from the statewide Massachusetts 
COVID-19 Relief Fund, have contributed to 
CFWM’s COVID-19 Response Fund. Do- 
nors continue to give to the fund every week. 
Gifts can be made online at: www.communi- 
tyfoundation.org/donate-now. 

To date, CFWM has leveraged almost 
$12 million in gifts for COVID grantmaking 
to nonprofits in Hampden, Hampshire and 
Franklin counties. 

The church Tabernaculo de Gozo (TDG), 
located on Sumner Avenue in Springfield, 
was one of the community organizations that 
received a grant in the latest round. Accord- 
ing to Pastor Henry Garcia, “These monies 
assisted about 90 people in Springfield and 
the surrounding community. TDG helped 
individuals with big utility bills that were 
behind such as electricity bills, gas bills 
and rents in arrears. We also assisted with 
COVID-19 protection needs such as hand 
sanitizer, sanitizer wipes and face tissue. The 
Tabernaculo de Gozo church is very grateful 
to our sister Maria Arrias for providing the 
contact and to the Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts.” 

According to Katie Zobel, President and 
CEO of the Community Foundation of West- 
ern Massachusetts, “Our grant making con- 
tinues to evolve to meet the demands placed 


on the social infrastructure of our region as 
a result of the pandemic. More people are 
struggling to stay in their homes as a result of 
the devastating consequences of COVID-19 
on our economy. Food insecurity continues 
to plague the region and there is a marked 
increase in individuals and families needing 
behavioral health care services. This latest 
round is aimed at these critical areas of need.” 

Organizations who received the new 
round of COVID-19 Response grants in- 
clude: 

Friends Food Pantry (Springfield); Am- 
herst Survival Center; Behavioral Health 
Network (Springfield); Bethany Assembly of 
God Food Pantry (Agawam); Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Holyoke; Caring Health Cen- 
ter (Springfield); Catholic Charities Agency 
of the Diocese of Springfield; 

Center for Human Development 
(Springfield); Clinical & Support Options 
(Northampton); Community Action Pioneer 
Valley (Greenfield); Community Health Cen- 
ter of Franklin County (Greenfield); Commu- 
nity Legal Aid; Community Survival Center 
(Springfield); Easthampton Community Cen- 
ter; 

Franklin Area Survival Center (Turners 
Falls); Franklin County Community Meals 
Program (Greenfield); Franklin County Re- 
gional Housing & Redevelopment Authority 
(Turners Falls); Gandara Mental Health Cen- 
ter (West Springfield); Good Neighbors Food 
Pantry (Charlemont); Greater Springfield Se- 
nior Services; Greater Westfield Emergency 
Food Pantry; Health Law Advocates; Helping 
Hands Cupboard Food Pantry (Belchertown); 

Highland- Valley Elder Services 
(Northampton); Hilltown Churches Food 
Pantry (Ashfield); Hilltown Communi- 
ty Health Centers (Worthington); Holyoke 
Health Center; Iglesia Tabernacolo de Gozo 
(Springfield); Jubilee Cupboard Food Pan- 
try (Ware); LifePath (Greenfield); Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen and Pantry (Chicopee); MAN- 
NA Soup Kitchen (Northampton); 

Massachusetts Military Support Founda- 
tion (Agawam); Mental Health Association 
(Springfield); NAMI Western Massachusetts 
(Agawam); Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
(South Hadley); Oasis Food Pantry (Spring- 


field); Open Pantry Community Services 
(Springfield); Palmer Food Share; Rachel’s 
Table (Springfield); Reaping the Harvest 
(Springfield); River Valley Counseling 
(Holyoke); Root Studio (Turners Falls); Safe 
Passage (Northampton); Seeds of Solidari- 
ty Education Center (Orange); ServiceNet 
(Northampton); Spring of Hope Church of 
God in Christ Food Pantry (Springfield); 

Springield No One Leaves; Spring- 
field Partners for Community Action; Stone 
Soup Café (Greenfield); The Salvation Army 
- Springfield Corps; The Salvation Army 
- Greenfield Corps; The Salvation Army - 
Holyoke Corps; Valley Opportunity Council 
(Chicopee); Victory Temple Church of God 
in Christ (West Springfield); Wales Commu- 
nity Pantry; Way Finders (Springfield); Wen- 
dell Good Neighbors; Western Massachusetts 
Training Consortium (Holyoke); WestMass 
Elder Care (Holyoke); Womanshelter Com- 
paneros (Holyoke); YWCA of Western Mas- 
sachusetts (Springfield). 

The Community Foundation’s response 
to the COVID-19 crisis has been multifac- 
eted. In March 2020, CFWM began grant- 
making to respond to the pandemic, provid- 
ing emergency grants to support nonprofits 
serving those most vulnerable to the crisis. In 
October 2020, CFWM awarded $2 million in 
Stabilization Grants to 70 nonprofits that had 
been negatively impacted by the pandemic fi- 
nancially. The Foundation has also provided 
non-monetary support through trainings for 
nonprofits. In response to the deep impact 
on local artists, CFWM’s Valley Creates pro- 
gram has provided training and capital grants 
to artists. 

In February, CFWM expects to award 
grants to organizations directly support- 
ing immigrant populations impacted by 
COVID-19. 

CFWM also re-launched Valley Gives 
in 2020, the “one-stop-giving” online plat- 
form, to connect donors with local nonprofits 
struggling to provide vital community pro- 
grams and services-particularly during the 
COVID-19 crisis. Formerly a single giving 
day event, Valley Gives will remain “open” 
for 2021 and will give nonprofits a needed 
fundraising boost. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Ancient Persian city 

5. spindles 

11. Stake 

12. Retrain 

16. Close by 

17. Commercial 

18. One who publicly 
announces 

19. American ballplayer 

24, Junior's father 

25. GO up or climb 

26. Concern 

27.When you hope to 
get there 

28. lacocca and Oswald 
are two 

29. Plant of the lily 
family 

30. Male college 
organization 

31. National capital 

33. Raccoonlike animal 

34. Symbols of fertility 

38. Astronomy unit 


ale 


39. Series of ridges in 
anatomy 

40. Hebrew leader 

43.A portent of good 
or evil 

44. Supreme goddess 

45. Gelatinous substance 

49. Engage in a contest 

90. Famed ballplayer Ruth 

51. Pledge 

53. -__, denotes past 

54. Revival will 

56. Spanish surname 

58. Gold 

99. Elsa’s sister 

60. Workplace 

63. Large quantity of 
something 

64. Engraved 

65. Discount 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Shoe 

2. Disquiet 

3. Posture 
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4, Large nests 
5. Soviet “Second 


7. Exist 
8. Overdose 
9. Pleat of fabric 


20. route 
21. Lethal dose 


of notes 
23. Athlete 


29. Atomic #21 

30. In support of 

31. Brew 

32. Certificate of 
insurance 

33. Taxi 





Symphony” composer 
6. Joins two pipes of 
different diameter 


10. Predict the future 
13. Burgeoning technology 44. Gov't lawyers 
14. Having made a valid 


15. Having no fixed course 


22. Indian musical pattern 


27. Geological times 
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34. Type of saying 

35. For cigars 

36. Phil _, former CIA 

37. Local area network 

38. Gym class 

40. Philippine Island 

41. Not great or bad 

42. Eastern part of NY 
state 


45. Constructions 

46. Former British gold 
coin 

47, Unkeyed 

48. Rechristen 

90. Threaten persistently 

51. Southeast 

52. Cools your home 

54. Removes the leaves 

55. Regretted 

57. Thus 

61. Relief organization 
(abbr.) 

62. Exclamation of 
surprise 
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Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in Sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may 
be canceled with little notice. The Journal 
Register encourages readers to contact 
event coordinators and organizers for up- 
dated event times. Have an event to pro- 
mote? Email the information (in a Word 
doc or as email text —-no PDFs, please — to 
mharrison@ turley.com. 


NOW 


ATTRACTING BIRDS, BUTTER- 
FLIES, BEES, AND OTHER BENEFI- 
CIALS: 7 p.m. Feb. 25. This 90-minute 
power point presentation provides guidance 
on meeting the needs of birds, pollinators, 
and other beneficial wildlife for food, cover, 
and water. A variety of plants that nourish 
these organisms throughout their lifecycles 
will be discussed, and organic methods for 
establishing wildlife habitat will also be 
presented. Handouts will be downloadable, 
and comments and questions will be wel- 
come at the conclusion of the program. En- 
dorsed by the Palmer Conservation Com- 
mission and supported in part by the Palmer 
Cultural Council. Join by Zoom by visiting 
townofpalmer.com calendar or use Meeting 
ID: 836 1481 9254 Passcode: 694630. 


SOON 

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION: 
Looking to connect with your inner self? 
Hitchcock has classes in mindfulness medi- 
tation to help you throw off your winter fog. 
Beginning March 2 and continuing over the 
next four weeks, instructor Annette Far- 
rington will be your online guide to forming 
mindfulness meditation practices that will 
help you deal with and manage your stress 
level. Register at hitchcockacademy.org. 


From the Palmer Library 

The YA February Take & Make activity 
is making a pair of bookends. This will in- 
clude paint, ribbon, glue, scrapbook paper, 
and more. Send photos of your work for the 
library’s social media pages. Open to all 
ages. Registration Required. Runs now to 
Feb. 27. Register at palmerlibrary.org. 


INTERESTS 


KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM at 
35 Ely Rd., Monson is closed for winter. 
There will be no meeting, tours or pro- 
grams. It will tentatively re-open on Sun- 
day, April 11, 2021. Nature trails are open 
daily until dusk for hiking, snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculp- 
ture Garden is open year-round (handouts in 
box on one of the sign posts). For more in- 
formation call 413-267-4137, email khm@ 
keephomesteadmuseum.orgor visit www. 
keephomesteadmuseum.org 


THE QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL- 
TERS GUILD is looking for new mem- 
bers. The Guild meets on the first, third and 
fifth Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. in 
the basement of the Palmer Historical and 
Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., Three Riv- 
ers. The Guild is a no pressure group with 







































APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO 


WWW.TURLEY.COM 


CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE SPRING BRIDAL GUIDE 
413.283.8393 


varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
The membership fee is $48 a year. For more 
information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 
267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283- 
7577. Follow us on Facebook. 


MONSON WOODWACKERS wood 
carving club meets every Thursday at 
Monson Senior Center on Main Street 
in Monson from 6-8 p.m. The club meets 
throughout the year. Membership is $10 
for the year, payable in September. Anyone 
interested should call Barbara Mackintosh 
at 413-237-8303. There are many beginner 
projects and experienced teachers, as well, 
within the club. 


STAINED GLASS MAKING CLASS 
will be held on Thursdays at the Holland 
Community Center from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. or 
6-9 p.m. Glass and tools are supplied. Take 
six classes for $48. Class sizes are limited 
and are open to all ages. For more informa- 
tion call Tom Baltazar at 508-245-2525. 


DIAMOND NATIONAL/CASCADES 
DIAMOND. Did you every work there? 
Former employees meet on the third Tues- 
day of every month at Burgundy Brook 
Restaurant on Route 181 in Palmer from 
9-10 a.m. The stories shared are often col- 
orful but old friendships are renewed. 


ONGOING 


MUSIC LESSONS, YOGA AND 
MORE: Just because days are short, and 
the thermometer reads cold doesn’t mean 
there’s nothing to do. Hitchcock Academy 
constantly works with instructors to offer 
options to its community members. Look 
for upcoming classes in yoga, tai chi, med- 
itation, and fencing. Hitchcock Academy 
follows all current COVID guidelines for 
cleaning and social distancing and anyone 
using the facility must wear a mask. 

All information regarding current class 
offerings, events, and registration are avail- 
able at hitchcockacademy.org. 


FREE FOOD PROGRAM: The Mas- 
sachusetts Military Support Foundation has 
found a way to get food to families that need 
it. The Farmers to Families program, set up 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is 
part of a Coronavirus Food Assistance Pro- 
gram that help people all over the nation and 
has a site in Springfield open to all residents. 
The program will supply food kits with 
fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products 
and meat products that distributes package 
into family-sized boxes. You can register 
for your food kit at mmsfi.org. On the web- 
site choose “Springfield, Ma” as your pick 
up site and sign-up. Register for one week 
or all four with easy one time registration. 
Food kit includes fresh dairy, protein, and 
produce totaling 30+ pounds of food. Mili- 
tary families are encouraged to sign-up but 
registration 1s open to the public. 


LEARN ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY: 
Want to learn more about local history? 
The Elbow Plantation Historical Society is 
available for research and other information. 
They can be reached at elbow.plantation @ 
gmail.com. Send them your questions and 


WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS’ . 
MOST COMPLETE 
BRIDAL RESOURCE 


FEATURING LOCAL COUPLES 
Engagement & Wedding Announcements 


DISTINCT CENTRAL & 
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
WEDDING SPECIALISTS 


TIPS ¢ IDEAS ¢ CHECK LISTS 


Advertising Deadline 
March 1 7th 
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Courtesy photo 
Email your snowman photos to: trfdla- 
diesauxiliary@gmail.com by Feb. 28 to 
be eligible to win. 


Last week to enter 
best snowman 
contest 


THREE RIVERS — Who’s ready 
to put their creative snow-packing to the 
test? 

The Three Rivers Fire Fighter’s 
Association Ladies Auxiliary is hold- 
ing a “Snowman Contest.” Residents 
of Three rivers, Thorndike, Bondsville, 
and Depot Village are invited to enter. 
Winners will receive a basket of winter 
goodies. 

Contest Rules: 

You must be a resident of : Three 
rivers, Thorndike, Bondsville, or Depot 
Village. 

All entries must be appropriate for 
public viewing. 

You may use accessories — 
more the merrier. 

Only one submission per category. 

At least one of the builders must be 
included in the photo for scale. Families 
and groups encouraged. 

Entrants grant permission and au- 
thority to use said photo in reasonable 
advertising or promotional activities. 


the 


Winners will be judged on: 


Best Traditional Snowman 
Best Snow Creature 
Tallest 


The contest will run until Feb. 28. 
There will be one winner per category. 
All winners will be contacted and the 
winners posted on the Three Rivers Fire 
Fighter’s Association Ladies Auxiliary 
website, Facebook, and in the Journal. 
Email photos to: trfdladiesauxiliary @ 
gmail.com. 

Good luck — and have fun! 


comments and leave your preferred contact 
information and they will will respond asap. 


THE MONSON LIONS CLUB has a 
20-foot x 20-foot tent for rent. The cost is 
$75 for a two-day event. The club will put it 
up and take it down. For more details, con- 
tact Curt at 413-668-6653. 


DAY SPRING LODGE A.F. & A.M. 
located 14 Bliss St., Monson is making its 
hall available for rent for $75 for a variety 
of parties and functions. For reservations,, 
call Doug Battige at 413-267-5855 or 413- 
265-9398. 


RESERVE YOUR CELEBRATION 
TENT now for your First Communion, 
bridal and baby showers, graduation par- 
ties, family reunions, birthday parties or any 
other kind of celebration you may have out- 
doors. The Palmer Lions Club has a tent for 
you, either 20-feet x 20-feet for $125 or 20- 


STALK OF THE SJOWN 


85 Main Street Ware Ma. 413-858-5172 


We have a New Health Food Department 


Vegan — Gluten Free — Low Sugar - Non GMO - Organic 
Kosher Options — Food/Gift Baskets - FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES 


Come see why we are the Talk of the Town! 
Crystals - Gemstones - Alchemy Tools - Jewelry - Gifts - Incense 
White Sage - Antiques - Books - $1 Greeting Cards - Silk Flowers 

Art - Health & Wellness Personal Care Items - so much more! 


We’ve become an authorized 
Primitives by Kathy distributor 


and have a growing department of 


primitive gift/housewares. 


Check in on Facebook 
and receive a free gift! 


TalkoftheTownWareMa.com 


feet x 40-feet for $200. This includes setup 
and takedown in the Palmer area. Call Karen 
at 413-813-8445 to make a reservation. You 
may need to leave a message and your call 
will be returned. The Palmer Lions Club 
tent rental fees go towards assistance for the 
people of Palmer, Bondsville, Three Rivers 
and Thorndike. 


PALMER SALVATION ARMY Ser- 
vice Extension Unit offers residents in 
Palmer and Brimfield emergency assistance 
on a periodic basis. The outreach coordi- 
nator will be located on the second floor of 
St. Paul’s Unitarian Universalist Church at 
1060 Central St., Palmer. You must sched- 
ule an appointment by calling 413-221- 
8283 so you know what documentation to 
bring since those seeking assistance have 
to meet certain criteria and show proof of 
need. Please leave your name, number and 
the date you called. Phone messages are 
checked weekly, not daily. 


MAKE A DONATION to the Monson 
Free Library in honor of a special person or 
family member, in the form of a book, DVD 
or CD, audio book or magazine subscrip- 
tion. The person will receive a letter inform- 
ing them of your gift. The cost of donations 
is $25 for a book, $20 for a CD or DVD, 
$100 for an audio book and $20 for a maga- 
zine subscription. For more information call 
267-3866. 


CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
Please join us at 6 p.m. every first Thursday 
of the month at Palmer Healthcare Center, 
250 Shearer St. Palmer. Light refreshments 
will be served Contact Kate Martin at 413- 
283-8361 for more information. 


CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED Who is 
Jesus? What did he achieve? How should we 
respond? “Christianity Explored” is a study 
which seeks to answer these questions from 
the Gospel of Mark. The course involves 
seven weekly one-hour sessions using Bible 
study, related DVD viewing, and discussion 
of the pertinent passages. For more informa- 
tion contact Mal at 413-250-8548. 


MONSON DEMOCRATS WANTED 
by the Monson Democratic Town Commit- 
tee that holds meetings on the fourth Thurs- 
day of each month at the Polish American 
Citizens Club, 7 Bliss St., Monson at 7 
p.m. 


WEEKLY CLASSES at Holland Com- 
munity Center, 40 Brimfield Road, Holland. 
Mondays and Wednesdays lunch is served 
at noon, reservations required by calling 
413-245-3163 and a $2 donation is request- 
ed. Mondays at 10 a.m. is yoga class with 
Mah Jongg, and Monday evenings at 6 p.m. 
is Texas Hold ‘Em. Tuesdays at 10 a.m. is 
the Coffee Social which is open to every- 
one, and Open Crafts are held on Tuesdays, 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Zumba is held on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., Mah Jongg is at 1 
p.m. and Yoga is at 5 p.m., plus Pitch at 6:30 
p.m. Stained glass is every Thursday from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. and Cribbage is 
weekly on Thursdays at 12:15 p.m. Walking 
Club is on Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Billiard 
Room is open Monday through Thursday 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. For ev- 
eryone. For more information, call 413-245- 
3163, 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS is a 
nonprofit fellowship or society of men and 
women for whom drugs had become a ma- 
jor problem. The group is comprised of re- 
covering addicts who meet regularly to help 
each other stay clean. Local meetings are 
held every Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at The Liv- 
ing Room of Trinity Episcopal Church, 17 
Park St., Ware; every Monday at 7 p.m. at 
St. Patrick’s Church, 22 Green St., Monson; 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. atd the Belchertown 
United Congregational Church, 18 Park St., 
Belchertown; every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 
and the Palmer Historical & Cultural Cen- 
ter, 2072 Main St., Three Rivers; and every 
Saturday at 7 p.m. at the Second Congrega- 
tional Church, 1080 Pleasant St., Palmer. 
For more 
informa- 
tion or to 
find ad- 
ditional 
meetings 
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throughout the New England area, visit 
www.nerna.org. 


PALMER FOOD SHARE, INC., an 
emergency food pantry, is open on Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 9:30-11:15 a.m. Food 
Share is located at 39 Walnut St. in Palmer. 
Call 283-3614 with questions or to order to 
pick up food. 


AL-ANON FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK 
STUDY meetings - a fellowship of relatives 
and friends of alcoholics who share their ex- 
perience, strength and hope in order to solve 
our common problems. We believe alco- 
holism is a family illness and that changed 
attitudes can aid recovery. Al-Anon has one 
purpose, to help families and friends of al- 
coholics. The group meets Fridays at Sec- 
ond Congregational Church, 1080 Pleasant 
St., Palmer from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 


GREENE ROOM PRODUCTIONS is 
seeking people who would like to support 
the arts by being a part of its fundraising 
committee/booster club. The club is look- 
ing to fundraise, find sponsors, donors, and 
underwriters for upcoming productions, 
workshops, and educational opportunities. 
All interested individuals are invited to the 
next board meeting. If you are interested in 
being a part of Greene Room Productions or 
for more information, contact Erin Greene 
at (413) 668-7284 as soon as possible. 


FREE HEALTH SERVICES are avail- 
able at the Monson Council on Aging from 
9 —11:30 a.m. on the second Wednesday of 
each month. Services include a free blood 
pressure and glucose check. For more infor- 
mation or to schedule an appointment, call 
267-4121. Walk-ins are welcome. 


FAMILY GAMBLING-ANON 
GROUP on the Ist and 3rd Monday of ev- 
ery month from 6:30-8 p.m. in the Haynes 
Chapel (behind the sanctuary) at Sturbridge 
Federated Church at Maple Street and Route 
131 in Sturbridge. For those interested in 
gaining more support to promote your gam- 
bling recovery. To join this new group, call 
Doug at 508-887-1696 or Dee at 508-347- 
2122 or just come to the meeting. 


LIBRARY LOFT Used Book Store 
at Schoolhouse Commons, 1085 Park St. 
(Route 20) in Palmer. Regular winter hours 
are: Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Book donations will be accepted at 
the Palmer Public Library or at the Library 
Loft during open hours. Please, no maga- 
zines or Reader’s Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condi- 
tion. For more information, call 283-3330, 
ext. 100, or visit www.palmer.lib.ma.us. 


THE MONSON COUNCIL ON AG- 
ING Meals on Wheels drivers deliver de- 
licious home cooked meals to Monson Se- 
niors (age 60+) in their homes every Monday 
through Friday. Seniors who could benefit 
from receiving a home delivered meal are 
those just returning from a stay in the hos- 
pital, rehab unit or nursing home, those who 
live by themselves and find it difficult to get 
out, and frail seniors who are alone much of 
the day while family members are at work. 
The Meals on Wheels program provides se- 
niors with a daily hot nutritious meal, and a 
friendly visitor during the middle of the day. 
Meals can be ordered every day, or only as 
needed. Call the Monson Senior Center at 
267-4121, for more info and to enroll. The 
requested donation is $2.50 per meal. The 
Monson COA Nutrition Program is funded, 
in part, by a grant from Greater Springfield 
Senior Services, Inc. 


THE MONSON ARTS COUNCIL is 
seeking new members. One does not have 
to be a resident of the town of Monson to 
become a member. The Arts Council is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to bring- 
ing the arts to Monson and the region and it 
depends upon membership dues for support 
and the ability to provide various programs. 
The public is welcome to attend the coun- 
cil’s monthly meetings, held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
House of Art. The council welcomes new 
program ideas and participation in all activi- 
ties. For more info, call 267-9764. 
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